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Received yours ; and "IS not think it | that thake - 
of Eagland aredd defirgus £o' know! the Ads and Pro» - 
ceedings of our General Aſſembly in Scotland ; far not or- = 
ly Curioſity but/Iatereſt may prompt chemthereto:: I will © 
readily ſerve yourin this, Matter, and iarended, honghyanbe,” 
Aot required it; t& have given yau-an Account of it, -thatyou - 
might have Qeccafion-of gratifying. 7 he owe Friends:and - 
Acquaintance. - It's true, I was not Eye-Witneſs of 
foros kno my Circa would vel cueytabl 
the Brethren (as they. call ROI — 
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_ Seffion, from whom I have what I write to And © 
re yqu that you. may trult the Ingenuity and Perot of © 

the Relation. But before I come to the Aſſembly it ſelf, there * 

be ſome things p revious to it Mhich you ought to be informed 


of. ' A ban. 4 Aſſembly in Wa] ou now) is much of 
ing: tie with þ bas = 


_ on in Exgland, or a Na- 
- wh of ngleſs Authewity here : Nay, our Pee 
= < e Aut y of ther Aſſembti Es Ties dboue Yntesr 
King or Parliament; and thezebe fome ſtanding Atts of their 
Afſecmblies againſt Atts of Parliament, and which diſcharge 
Obediendso. tfiams Whereupan our Presbyterians being not 
content hxt theParſiament had done for them,nor think 
ing their Authority ſufficient for ſetting up their Government; z 
they required a General Afembly, by whoſe Authority (which 
wikohem is {yprete, and neat ta thatiof Jeſus Chrilt) their 
Government he be firmly eſtabliſhed, and all cheir Atings 
and Proceedings ratified and approved by it. Yet they knew 
that a free Aſſembly of the Clergy and Laity rb the 
would. rather defeat . Hp advance their Delight 
wh&ctore they confider'd how they raight preventthat by lg 
Method, which would exclade.all'who were not well afft 
ed ©: their imereſt, or zealous for the (Good Old Caule. 
-; In.order 'hereunto they prevailed with'the Parliament, to 
ledpe:the. whole Government and t of Church Af- 
Faizs ihthe handrofirhoſe fewOld Preachers who went off when 
- = 9x.5 yr reeftabhifhed/;4». 4661. and ſuch as ſhould 'be 
itted andapproved by them, When theſe Miniſters off the 
Epiſcopal Perſwafion who had complied with the preſent Ci 
veab Government heard this, rhey thought themſelves injured, * 
and vherefore addreſſed to'the Parliament to be admitted -to. 
a ſhare ofthe Government, or at leaſt not to be abſolutely ſubs 
emer who were their ſtated and »profelled Enemies. 
climed-as dueto rhem, not only upon the account 


nifterwof the Goſpel, but alſo rhe 
accountof thei Koh 


coins 
Gwding hh ter Penn was cdl reed, and) 


Baloh;' which promiſed them Protetion, 
with the Civil Government : Notwith-..- 


\ 


. Tyraniiy over'the Church, yet now a real 


lawful for any Mimilter to 


$72.07 34M + 4: RS. 
and {cid Tharth Epilcopacy was _—— - 
an unjuft and falſe Pretence, . that that Government 
Preabyterian Tyran- © 
ny was eftablifhed, that ix veriinte Irachenne ies HER 2 
ſet up, who would Lord'it over:their Brethrert more IT 
ouſly than they either did or pretended to doy and that ; 
byters were ſubjetted to-them who own'd themſelves to be 'no 
more than Pr , 'Whict had no Precedent in the Cartho- 
lick Charch, but alſo ehey. wh icould not be denyed! ro be 
Lawful Miniſters were exchaded' from any thare -of the Diſei- _ - 
pline and Government of the Church which was contrary tos . 
the very Principles and Tenets ofthe P 
who make every private Miniſter 10/be inveſted with the”Au- 
thoriry of ruling as well asof teaching's and 'who affirw it uns 
with that Right 5/- and who 
therefore were wont to exclaim againſt Biſhops, becauſe they 
ſeemed to ulurp it wholly to'themfelves. All the Exeuſe made 
for chis was, That theytonld'no otherwiſe make therr- Gos 
and thar"-che Epi : Party —— 


Epiſeopacy. ' - Hence i' wasinferr'd nr Pra rrrEg 
gleborh with God 4nd Man: For whereas they &, 
World believe, that vheid Modbl of Gay + 
Diſcipline are'to mactvof Divine Right thar chey a 

no /Terme/ of with © dw nbanls ebay ji 
it makes for their fnreroſt, they Terps * 
duce efjenvial Alterations 'rhereof' ; «es Pativp EE k- 


make: 
——_ I 


ob thie pretended 
Kerg-were ffoented | TION a 


by Chriſt, which at other times is ſaid-to beſ6 effentiabco then; 
that they cannot be Miniſters of the Golpel: without it.!.* -- 
Shorcly «ſter the paſſing that At of Parliament, for ſetting 
by up] the Presbyterian Gove /| arid-committing| the: Care 
| and, Management thereof-to , thele»few; ſurviving Presbyteri- 
an Minifters, who' had;not{complicd with Epiſcopacy; there 
2 was a Meeting at Edinburgh of Presbyterian Miniſters and Lay- 
| Elders to adviſe about: the /Afﬀairs of -the Kirk, | and to lay 
down Methods how a-General Afembly {bould be call!d and 
conſtituted 3-;becanſe (as:T have obferved ) ' one could nor be 
bad-accordingto their minds, atterithe old manner and ſtand- 
ing Rules. of General Aſſemblies. By Virtue of the AR of Par- 
liament, none had the Right 'to meddle with the' Government 
and Afﬀairs. of the: Churth, bug: ſuch Miniſters as had beenre- 
moved' by the reltoration af Epilcopacy'z: and certainly theſe 
' men were greatly overſeen when: they parted with that Privi- 
lege, and admitted others to ſhare: with them before they had 
ſetled the Church according}20:their-minds.: For by theſe 
meang they were overpower'd/and /outvoted;. and 'forced/to 
yie}d'to other things than what they: firſt intended 3 but they 
were not ſenfible'ot this their Errour till it was paſt remedy, 
Firſt, the remnant of the Remonſtrator Party, who bad been 
attually depoſed in the time. of Presbytery, and ſome of them 
for ſcandalous and groſy/Crimes,' came tb ft 10 this Meeting 3 
they were very. ative and uſeful, andabertfore it was thought 
fit to receive them 5 but fome being ſealible; of the:Irregularity 
of admitting Perſons-lying under the: ſentence. of: Depoſition 
by their own Kirk, it was therefore moved that the Sentence 
of Depoſition might: be firſt taken-off : But the Debate was 
laid alide and ſuppreſt, becauſe theſe men urg'd and! ptefſed 
that their Sentence of Depoſition might be declared voidand 
null, being done Clave errante, by a Factious party 5 wherewith | 
ſome ofthe old Publick Reſolutioners were pricked, and there» * Þ 

| fore proceeded to defend themſelves, and! particularly: one ” 
' Mr, Alexander Pitearne proteſted againſt cheir Proceedings, and l 
threatned to print his Proteſtatian,  and-to declare their Meet. 1 
ing unlawful, while ſuch incapacitated Members were allowed 
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and to forbear the Publiſhing it. Into this Aſſembly alſo were 
received all theſe younger Brethren, wbo bad been admitted to 
the Miniſtry clandeſtinely in the time of the laſt Reign, or a- 
vowedly and openly fince the receiving their Indulgence from 
King James. Theſe were hurried on with more Fierceneſs and 
Zeal than the former, who indeed wanted not ſincerity and 
concernment enough for the Cauſe. | 


Gelidns tardante Seneti 
Sanguis hebet, frigentque effete in corpore Vires. 


The Old Men thought that they ought to rule, and bear the 
greateſt Sway becaule of theis Age and Experience, and that. 
the Ad pf Parliament was eſpecially in their favoursz bue the 
younger: Brethren would: not be impos'd upon, ſeeing Parity 
was the Conſtitution of their Government. And it was faid 
that one Mr. Webſter told Mr. Gilbert Rule very bluntly, that 
tho he was a younger Man-he merited -more 
than he, having taken the Miniſtry upon him hy = Tons 
in the time of b 3-8-4 when no temporal .. ters, which were 
* Intereſt did encourage him to itz whereas /omerhing roone who 


knew no other ways *' 


the other entred into it in the time: of Peace, 5. we 
and deſcrted-it in. time of Trouble. ALL, 
Mr, Gabriel Cunningham was choſen Moderator of. this Meets 
ing, which was extraordinary ,as to Its Natute, neither was 
there a proper Name for it ; For it was neither Seffion, Pres- 
bytery, Provincial,nor Dioceſan Synod, nor General Aſſembly, 
nor. Commiſſion of the Kirk, which are all the Church Judica- 
tures ever have been ſince the Reformatiofi'; butever ſince it 
bears the Name of the General Meeting. Here they appoint-', 
ed Muiſters for the ſeveral Corners of the Country,” divided 
them into Presbyteries, preſcrib'd the Rules of trying Epilcopat 


Miniſters, and Efened that w here the Presbytery conſiſted but 
? 


of toyr.or fewer,: the next Pregbytery-ſhiould be joyned to i, 
whichyet 10 many; places made not a pron number for ſo 


weighty a. buſineſs, as the examining and 'cenſuring Miniſters. F.4 
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judicial, they prevail'd with him to take up his Proteſtation 
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ce) "0 
for their Do@rine and Manners : For the two Pr of 
Hidingtoun and Dumbar, where ( you know? there be near 
thitty Pariſhes, confifted but ot five Presbyrerian Mioiſters, 
There was the hke mnamber in 'the Presbyteries of Pwr 

and charnſide, where there were aboiit as many Pariſhes, In 
che Presbycery of Anghterarder there was but one Presbiterian 
Minifter, and when the next was joyn'd to it, they made but 
three ; ſo that when it was debated in the Aﬀembly, whether 
one of them, towit Mr, William Spence ( of whom you will 
hear more afterward) ſhould go for Argns ; they pleaded a- 
gain(t his going, becauſe that without him they could not 
have a £vorum in the Country where he then lived; and at 
the ſame time Sir Colir Campbell and Ardbruch/ll ſtood up and 
faid, in the face of the Aſſembly, that for twenty Miles /Weſt- 
ward of Perth, there were but two or three Miniſters, meaning 
theſe of the Presbyterian Perſwafion, which ſhews how lit- 
- agreeable either their Perſons or Government are to the 

cople. 

Here 8lſa they laid down the Method and Manner of con- 
ftit uting the next Aﬀembly, which was to fit in OfFober, wit. 
That where a Presbytery confifted of eight Miniſters, they 
ſhould fend four Miniſters and three ruling Elders to the A(- 
ſembly, where they were under eight and above four, three 
Miniſters and two ruling Elders; four ſhould ſend: two Mi- 
iſters and one ruling Elderz and where there was bat'one, 
that one and a ruling Elder ſhould come : By which you fee 
that the old Method of conſtituting General Aſſemblics'was 

vice alter'd, and that as many Parts'of the Kingdom were not 
þ nates Repreſentatives in that Aſſembly, fo others were not 
repreſented equally, nor could they bear a futabls Propotti- 
-on therein ; but the ſmalneſs of their namber was 4dritted as 
a defence for this Trregularity, At this Meeting they appoint- 
ed a General Faſt before the ſitting down of the *Aﬀembly, 
to be kept on Sunday the 5th. of Ocober, "which 'was the 
third Faſt had been obſerved on Sundays within the ſpace of 
a Year, which is neither agreeable to the Nature of the da 
nor the Practice of the Primigve Times; but our Prodbyeet? 
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Cry Bk 
30s are above theſe things z they have more regard to thie Pha-* 
Rice of their own Predeceſſors, than either to Reaſon or An- 
tiquity z and you know it was the Cultom of the old Pregby. - 
texians to keep all their Faſts an the Lords day : At this time al- 
ſo we had another inſtance, whereby they ſhewed themſelves. 
the true Sons of thejr Fathers, whodid not confine themſelves 
to Matters purely Eccleſiaſtical, but who alſo were always * 
catching at the Power of the Magiſtrate 5 whoſe Priviledg it 

is in this Kingdom to licenſe Books, and in their Licences to. 
grant the Monopoly of them: This Privilege wazallumed by 

the General Meetings For they order'd an old Treatife of ry- 

ling Elders to be reprinted by the Heirs of Andrew Ander/ou, 
_ diſcharged any other to meddle therewith. This4s the 
Form of their Licence word for word. 


The General Meeting of Miniſters and Elders of this Church. \ 
have appointed this Treatiſe of Ruling Elders and Deacons. | 
to be Printed by the Heirs of Andrew Anderſon and none | 
ather. FExftaded by 


JoHwN SPALDING, Clerk. / 


This was a ſmall Beginning, however the -Privy Council. 
thought fitto rake notice thereof, and to give a check to theſe- 
Encroachments on the Civil Power, and therefore order'd the 
Copies to becall'd in, and the Licence to be torn away 5 ſo- 
that after 4he firſt day all the Copies were ſold without che 
Inprimatur 5 and two Friends of mine (who otherwiſe cared* 
not for the Book ) were forced to pay a triple rate for one- 
with the forementianed Licence, which was a new Proof of 
the Presbyterian Ulſurpation. 

After the Meeting the Brethren went home, and fell totheir 
work with all their might, according tothe Luſtructions given- 
them in thetr General Meeting. It was expetted that they would- 
fir have-planted the Churches made yacant by the Council 
and the-Rabble, which were more than could be ſupplied by- _© 
all rhe Miniſters of that Perſwaſion: But they were not ſo.zea-. 
lous 20 plant, as to pluck.up what was already wa = "4 


*. 


(7) 
© would not begin to build, until what wag already built way 
overthrown to the Ground, More than a third part of the 
Churches in the Kingdom wanted Miniſters, and the tnoſt of - 
them for more than a Year, But as if that was only aſmall 
matter, it was overlooked ; and all Pains and Care lai4 out 
in emptying theſe Churches where the Epiſcopal Miniſters 
continued to preach. Their beloved !/eſt was deſtitute of Mi- 
viſters, the Churches there and in (Za/loway were almoſt all 
ſhut up. So that when the Aſſembly met, two Miniſters de- 
clared before them, that where they liv'd there was not fo 
much as the face of a Church, there being no Miniſters but 
themſelves and one other : Yet none were ſent thither, but 
they ſhew'd greater lnclination to ſeat themſelves in the Lp- 
thians and'South, which is indeed a better Country, but where 
there was leſs room for them, and where they were not (o ac- 
ceptable to the People. Many were indeed aſtoniſhed at this, 
nor could they either juſtify it, or well underſtand the Poli. 
tick thereof, Strange | there were — more Churches va- 
cant, than there were Presbyterian Miniſters to put in: them, 
and yet ſo many more were aimed at, agd coveted. It was ſad 
and lamentable to ſee ſo many deſolate Congregations in all 
parts of the Land, ſuch Multitudes of People without the 
Goſpel, and without the direCftion of Paſtors, and yet they 
would endeavour to deprive them of this Blefling, who by the 
good Providence of God had it ſtill continued with them. 
However they did this either to force the People to joyn with * 
them when none other could be had, or being conſcioug of 
their own Ignorance and Inability, they thoughe it nenther fir, 
nor their Interelt to tolerare them who'were more judicious, 
and who would accuſtom the People to Senſe and folid Dif- 
courſes, which held forth the true Nature and Deſign of the + 
Goſpe), and which armed People againſt fanatical Delufionss ; 
When ſome were-ask'd why they ({tudied to caſt out allthe.” 
Epiſcopal Clergy , fecing/ they could not 'yet | ſupply their © 
Churches, and why they would preach in a II f 
where there was an Epiſcopal Miniſter unblameable in his Lite | 
and Dodtrine, and draw the people from him, rather than g O 


\ 


(93 . 
to another Pariſh which wanted a Paſtor alcogether. It wasan- 


ſwered, That there was leſs prejudice both to Church and Peo- 
ple by the want of Preachi by the Preaching of Men of 
Epiſcopal Principles and afions r | And Mr, Frazer of Bray 


id in a Sermon beforethe Parliament, That it was thar 
the Temple of the Lord, did lie ſometime anbuile and unre- 
pair'd, than be rear'd up by Gibeonites and Samaritans. 'But to 
xeturn, Nothing came Lalony the Presbyteries, except Citations 
and Libels againſt Epiſcopal Minifters, and to make the greater 
d&ſpatch;rhey ſat every Week. The Pre:byterierwere a perfe&t 
Inquifition, who ſent out Spies to inform-them / not only of the 
publick Sermonsand open Practices of the 74 03ers 1 
alſo what they ſpoke and did in:private; 'Neither:di 
ſearcly only:into their preſent behaviour, bur: alſo they made 
enquiry into the former AQtions of their Lives, and uf. they up- 
on diligent ſearch made any diſcovery of any little;Blemith or 
Failace, th before forgotten, it was: made a part of their 
Indictment. Mr. C. ari old Manof eighty yearsat Laxy-Kirk, 
waslibell'd among other things for. Drunkenneſz,' ing an 
inſtance fifteen. or ſixteen Years ago, who as beprov'd the al- 
ledg'd Inſtance to be falſe, fo he faid-very well, that ſeeing a 
latter Inſtanoe'could not be-producd, it. did ' appear, thar he 
was neither ſcandalouſly Drunken, nor guilty of the Habit 
thereof, » There was 4 orm'd DeGgn of dilgracing the Epilco- 
| Clergy, and of rendring them infamous for Immorality 3 
wall be-much'for their advantage, that after earneſt de- 
fires and endeavours to blacken them, there was little or no. 
thing po ogy them; When any real Scandals were 
found, :they were Joudly talked of, : and publickly proclaim'd, 
and Jaid/toi rhe-charge of the whole Party, as if it were a-mat- 
terextraorginary. to find ſome.unworthy perſons among nine 
hundred-or. a thouſand : The leaſt defetts of 'Behaviour were 


i 6009 q er they had been Crimes, , 
what was no was made one by a perverſe and ſiniſter 
Interpretation'.and -uncharnable | When- more 
heinous-Crimes were wariting, the Libels were ſtuff d and 
(welld\with Articley, which of _—_— amouatedtonothings 
. but 


. C1) | 

but accumulated together, were by them[look'd upon and fiy- 
ſtained. as amounting to a great guilt.” And when nothi 
could be deviſed againſt the Miniſter himſelf, he was nocule 
for his Elders and Pariſhioners, it they could be tax'd for any 
real or apparent Crimes ; For then it was faid, that he propha- 
ned the Holy Ordinance of the Lords Supper, becauſe he was al- 
fiſted by ſuch Elders, in the Adminiſtration of itz and that he 
admitted” ſuch perſons, whereas yet neither the one nor the 0» 
ther were under Church Cenſure or legal Conviction. The Li- 
bels were genetally .ſo: frivolous and impertinent that ch 
ought to have been rejected with Scorn; but whatever was of- 
tered by the Bygqts was admitted, and all care and caution 
us'd not to.dilcourage them. The great Scandals of Mr.Couper 
and Mr. Graham: Miniſters at Dumtermline were'the admitting 
Perſons promiſcuonſly to the Sacrament ;' the profaning the Lords 
Day in ſuffering people to bring in K ail, and fan Barly for the 
Pot that day; and by allowing their Children to play with others, 
though they were very much; under chat age, which even in 
the opinion of Jewiſh Doftors' was obliged to the (tri obſer- 
vation of the Sabbaoth, Another Miniſter was defign'd to be li- 
belled for plucking a few Peaſe on Sunday; but that being ſo 
parallel to the caſe of the Diſciples, which our Saviour defend- 
ed, it was not permitted to be made uſe of, One was accuſed 
becanſe' he ſometimes Whiſiled's And -another becauſe . one 
time playing at Bowls, he broke an innocent Jeſt; which none 
could have conſtrued Prophane , but they who were im- 

re. _ 

If any had at any time publickly or privately. expreſyd any 
Zeal for Epiſcopacy, or refleted on the Covenant, and the 
Principles and Practices of the Prezbyterians, who now always 
aſſume the names of the Godly, and the peculiar people of. God, 
or if it could have been alledged, that they had any ways, tho 
_ never ſo indiredtly,or even in obedienceto the Magiltrate, been 
the occaſion of any trouble or uncafinefs to them\, this was 
never omitted; but was ſure to be made a main Article of their 
Libel. Thus Mr. Crawford (the old Gentleman mentioned -be- 
fore). was accuſed for calling the Covenant « Band of Rebel 


lion, 


(- 11, ) 
lion. Mr. Heriot, Miniſter at Dalkeith was libelled, as calling 
Monmouth and Argyle Rebels and Traitors, becauſe he read the 
Proclamation ſet forth againſt them, and which was appointed 
to be read in Churches * by the King and Council. And a cer-* 4r « 
tain Great Man-was ſo picqu'd at him upos this account, that 574 of 
he would neither hear his Defences againſt the other Articles ;«, yd 
of the Libel, nor yet interpoſe his Authority (which was then bs 
the higheſt in. the State) for keeping him 1n the Exercile of 74 
his Miniſtry, though it was defired by the Generality,and the yerict 
beſt of his Pariſh, Mr. Wood of Dambar was charged in his the Pri 
Libel with Cruelty, and a perſecuting Spirit, doo. 1 he per-<* 
{uaded a Friend of his to put away a Servant who would 
not keep the Church, and thereby made both her ſelf and her 
Miſtreſs liable to the Law : He was alſo accuſed for laying to 
one who expreſt his fears, as if the Liturgy of the Church of 
Ergland would be introduced among hem, Cod ſend ws no 
worſe ; and that he had never expreſt his thankfulneſs to God, 
for thedeliverance of the Land from Popery and Prelacy. To 
the ſirſt he reply'd, That be was indeed ſorry if any ſuch Ex- 
preſſion had dropt from him, becauſe he was ſenſible it was too 
mean for ſo great and ſo glorious a Church as that of England : 
To the other he ſaid, That he thanked God heartily for any 
deliverance that the Land had from Popery, but he could not 
do fo for the overthrow of Prelacy, unleſs he cither ated the 
Hypocrite, or was convinced that Presbytery was the greater 
Bleſſing, and the more Ancient and Apoſtolical Government ; 
which he never yet ſaw made out. Mr, Graham (whom I men- 
tioned Before) had in his Libel imputed to. him, thetaking the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Canonical Obedience, which, they 
ſaid, ſhewed him incorrigibly Epiſcopal. . Mr. Caxper had added 
to his Libel his taking the Oath of the Teft. Mr, John/tone of 
Salin was accuſed PR, oa too. much affeGed to. the Epilſco- 
pal Government, and for recommending ſuperſtitious and er- 
roneous Books to the people, as they were pleagd. to call the 
Whole Duty Man, which was exprelly mentioned. . Another 
Mr. Jobnſtone Miniſter of Burnt Iſland waslibell'd,. tor conver(- 
ing with ſome perſons whom they alledg'd ro be no Friends ns 
cls | ne ., 
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the Government either of Church, or State z and for ofing the 
and 


D-xology, &. - which, e&c-coald only refer tothe Cret 

Lords Prayer. The Miniſter of Abbots-HiZ/ was accuſed for 
negle@ing the-Catechiſm of the Weſtminſter Divines, and uſi 
that which was firſt ſet forth by che Synod of Edinburgh, an 
afterwards enlarged by the Reverend and pious Biſhop Scowyal : 
The Catechiſm C [ muſt tell you) is as well as the Whole Duty 
of Mun mach ſpoken again, and ſeverely condemn'd as errone- 
ous z but what are the particular Errours of it which make it ſo 
o——_ I could/never learn, nor do I believe you could 
guels them, except-they were told you. - 

By theſe Inſtances you may underſtand the Nature of our Pres- 
byterian Libel; | forbear to give you more, becauſe I ſuppoſe 
chere will bea Colleion of them publiſhed : But you mult know 
that they would never give any of the Epiſcopal Clergy the 
title of Miniſter, bat only that of [rcumbent. Mr.Graham com- 
plain'd of this, and demanded a Reaſon, who was told by way 
of Anſwer by one that preach'd at Inmerkeithing that there were 
no true Miniſters but Presbyterian Miniſters 3 And as they de- 
nied them the Title of Miniſters ;, fo ro take away their right 


' to their reſpettive Pariſhes, one Article of their Libel was, 


4 


Their entring by Preſentation from a Patron, and by Ordina- 
tion, Collation, and Inſtitution of the Biſhop, contrary to the 
Wotd of God ; The Conſtitution of this Charch, As of AC. 
femblies,and the Lands ſolemn Engagements. When the lead- 
ing Men of that Party were upbraided for making Epifcopal Or. 
dinationa ground of a Libel; They excus'd themſelves and laid 
the blame of it upon the people ; but in this they ſhewed their 
Hypocrifie and deceitful Dealing. For it was well known that 
the Prezbyterian Miniſters were always conſulted in the form- 
ing of the Libels, and many of them were drawn up by them- 
felyes, and that all them were every where of the ſame ſtrain, 
which makes it evident that it was a concerted buſineſs amon 

them, to beget in the peqples minds an averſion to Epiſcopal 
Miniſters,as not true Miniſters, nor entring in at the right door ; 


though they were alſo careful to foiſt in ſome other thing to.. 


excule their Cznſures with the more judicious, who could not 


be ſo. cafily deluded and impoſed upon. As 


= 
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As the Articles of the Libels were for the moſt part frivolous 
. and impertinent, ſo the manner of their proceſs was neither le- 
al nor reaſonable z for feldom did they let the Miniſter accu- 
ed know his Accuſer, and ſo hemight have been made a Wit. 
nels againſt him, which is contrary tothe Laws of all Nations: 
Beſide, they always received the Libel, and faſtained the vali- 
dity of it, before he was heard, and not regarding what De- 
fences might be opponed, cauſed him to be cited to hear and 
ſee himſelf depoſed : Nor was he ſuffered to be preſent at the 
exanination of the Witneſſes ; bat in many places, if not every- 
where, the Witneſſes were allowed to be preſent all rogether , 
when they gave in their Evidence : By the Civil and Canon 
Law, and the reaſonable pradiſe of all Nations, they who bear 
Hatred, Malice, or have diſcovered any Prejudice againſt the 
accuſed, cannot witneſs in Judgment againſt him; but this was 
wholly negle&ted and paſt by, and the moſt avowed, profeſt, 
and open Enemies recetved as Witneſſes, and ſuch alſoallowed 
to fit as Judges. Thus Mr. Calderwood a profeſt, and bitter E- 
nemy of Mr. Heriot Miniſter of Daſkeith, who was the chief if 
not the only Informer againſthim, fat and Judged him in the- 
Presbytery in the quality of a Ruling Elder 3 And when the faid: 
Mr, Heriot deſired that he might be removed, it was utterly re- 
fuſed him, So when Mr. George Purves Miniſter'at Gleneorſo 
appeared before the ſame Pre:byteryat Dalkeith, he objeted a- 
inſt ſome of the Witneſſes as carrying Heart-Malice and iſt 
il towards him; they having ſometime before aſſaulted bim, 
17 the Pulpit with Swords and Staves, and taking him by the 

Throat, had gone near to have ſtrangled him, if he had nor 
preſent Relief; therefore (ſaid he) they ought not to be allow-. 
ed as Witneſſes again(t me, for they that did ſo, what will they 
not do to procure my ruin ? Upon which the very Reverend 
and . Worthy Mutthew Selkirk, who is now fetled Miniſter at 
Crighton,roſe up and ſpoke to the Moderator x That if theſe Men 
had done ſo out of Malice and perſonal Prejudice, they ought not: 
to be received as Witneſſes ; but if they had done it for the Glory. 
of God, he ſaw no reaſon why they might not be admitted. If one 
part of the Depoſition feemed to prove the Libel, or any as 
| ticle- 
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ticle of it, though the other did exculpate the Miniſter or exte- 
nuate his fault, the firſt was marked, and the other left out 5 
$o I was told of one who is fince dead, who was accuſed for ſay- 
ing, that Women wanted Souls; The Witneſs declar'd he had 
heard him ſay ſo, but that he only deliver'd as the Opinion of 
another, and yer upon this the Article was look'd upon as pro- . 
ved: When the Witneſſes cleared the Miniſter or aflerted his 
Innocence, they were diſmifs'd as knowing nothing of the Mat- 
ter; but ſuch were greatly encouraged and cheriſhed as ſhew- 
ed themſelves e:cneſt and forward to diveſt him of the Chara- 
Cter of a faithful, pious and upright Paſtor : And when they pal- 
{ed the Sentence of Sufpention or Depoſition again(t any, at 
the intimation of it, from the Pulpit in his own Church , the 
whole Libel was read, though ſeveral of the Articles were fo 
frivolous and trivial as not cenſurable by Law, and others of 
them that contained Matter of Scandal were no way proved. 

As for the Epiſcopal Clergy, ſome of them diſown'd their 
Authority, and would not appear z Others appeared, and gave 
in their Defencesz and ſome perceiving the Partiality of the 
particular Presbyteries appeal'd to the next General Aſſembly, 
hoping to meet with greater Moderation there, or at leaſt that 
before that time the Civil Government would put a ſtop to 
theſe rigid and unreaſonable proceedipgs. Thus matters went 
till the fitting of the Aſſembly, and' by theſe proceedings the 
Prebyterians not only encreas'd the prejudices of thoſe who, 
differed from them, but they alſo diſguſted many of their 
Friends. The Presbyterians you know were much inferiour to 
the Epiſcopal Party 1n number, quality, learning or good Senſe ; 
and I aſſure you, that now they have loſt much even of that 
Intereſt which they had in this Nation, many who thought well 
of them while they were kept under, are now aſhamed of them, - 
and have deſerted them: I am told that many ( even in the 
Weſt ) abominate them: It is moſt certain that in other places 
ef the Kingdom, they are fear'd and dreaded as-a Plague to 
Mankind, juſt as the Jeſaits are. | | 

When the time of the Aſſembly drew near, the ſeveral. 
Presbyterics ſet about the chuſing Commiſſioners for it , and -* 


things 
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things were fo laid, that the moſt bigotted and hot-headed 
were generally choſen, and thoſe of a more moderate Temper 
put by. It there had been any reſpet to the qualtfications of 
Men, none in that part of the Country he lived in would bave 
been preferr'd to Honeſt Dr. Hardy; bur becauſe heretofore he 
had kept correſpondence with the Epiſcopal Party, aad (till 
preſt Moderation towards them, he was excluded. ln like man- 
net Mr. Alexander Pitcairn of Dron was put by, becauſe of his 
carriage at the laſt General Meeting, though he is ſaid to have 
more Learning than the moſt of them 3 and there were but 
three others in the Presbytery with him, and none of them, of 
theſe o)d men to whom the Government of the Church was 
entruſted by the late At of Parliament : He indeed came to 
the Aſſembly, ſat in it, and interpoſed his Judgment, but was 
no Member of it,and fo conſequently had no Vore. When thele 
Meaſures were perceived, it was concluded, That Mr. George 
Campbel ſhould be alſo ſhyffled out of the Allembly z but that 
would have made their deſigns too apparent,there being none of 
his Presbytery whom they could bring inCompetition with him, 
as alſo they had not much reaſon 4, any Oppoſition from 
him becauſe of his. modeſty and quietneſs, which makes him 
averſeto Conteſts and Jangling. He hath indeed the Chara- 
Qer of a learned, good, and diſcreet Man, and by his Moderas 
tion at firſt he did very. much diſpleaſe his Brethren, which (as 
I am informed, but am loth to belieye ) hath obliged him for 


' removing their Jealouſies to expreſs himſelf of late more ſever- 


ly againſt the Epiſcopal Party than he us'd to do formerly. As 
for Lay-Commiſioners, ſuch were, pick'd out as either were 
moſt bygattedly affe&ed to their Intereſts, or whom they de- 
lir'd and crlign'd to make faſt Friends to their Party. In the 
Presbytery of Churn/dethe Laird of —was choſen, and tn Dunſe 
the Competition lay betwixt the Lazrd of Lanton and M. the 
laſt was ike; to have carried it, but ſome one ſuggeſted to the 
Maderator, that it. would very much refle& upon them to have 
both, the Commiſſioners for the Merſe ſtain'd with the Scandal 
of Adultery; upan whichthe Commiſhon was giv't to Larter, 
and the other was put by, whom yer they would fain haye 
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obliged, he being one who has at preſent a confiderdble place | 
- mn the Kingdom. 

The K7rg you know ought to have a Commiſſioner at evei 
Afembly,to ſee that Afﬀairs of State be not medled with by the 
Brethren, who indeed ſtil] retain the ſtrong Inclinations, which 
they as well as the Church of Rome have always ſhewed to 
meddle with them, pretending they only do this in ordine ad 
ſpiritualia, - Every one look'd that the Earl of Crawford ſhould 
have been the perſon, whom the King thould have honoured 
with that Employment, and his Lordſhip himſelf rejoyced in 
expectation of it : But ( to the ſurprizal of all) ſome few days 
before the Aſſembly ſat, a Commiſſion came down for My 
Lord Carmichael, which made the zealous Brethren hang down 
their Ears: And My Lord Crewford gave an Indication of his 
ſecret Grudg at the diſappointment, by his entertaining every 

who came to ſee him with Proteſtations, that he did not 
defire it,and with Reafons and Excuſes why he would not have 
accepted of it, if 'it had been offered ro him: But we may 
putty ſuſpe&t that his Lordſhip would not have refuſed it, fee- 
ing he frequented the Aſſembly, and officioufly meddled in all 
the Concerns of it, even before he was 'made a Member; and 
upon Carmichael's advancement,there were Letters immediately 
diſpatched'to procure a Commiffion forhis Lordſhip fromſome 
Burgh or other, becauſe a Commiſſion from a Presbytery had 
been negle&ted, upon an expeCtation that his Pace uld 
have repreſented the King himfelf in the Aſſembly : HtsLord- 
ſhip was ſo bumble, [that having miſs'd of the highelt Station, 
he would rather ſervein' the meancſt, than nothave arr band 'in 
advancing the good Caufez or be deprived of 'the oecafien of 
perſefting what he had fo 'zealouſly n': 'He had indeed 
merited the higheſt Honour imthe Kirk, but allexcept the very 
Bygots of that fide approved the King's Choice 'as beſt a 
wiſeſt for himſelf, and the Intereſt of the' State, For My'Lord 
Carmichael was look'd'ypon! as a 'Man'of paod Senfe,” and he 
had lately giv'n proofs of bis Diſcretionand moderate Terwper, 
at the Viſitation of zhe 'Colledg of Glaſgow; whereas My 
Lord Crawford 'kept within no bounds © _— the | 
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Viſitation of the Univerſity of S. Andrews, and was much ta- 
ken notice of for his rough Uſage of the Maſters, particular- 
ly the Reverend old Dr. Weemſe Dean of S. Andrewes, and 
Principle of S. Leonard's College, who had been a Maſter in 
the ſaid Univerſity for the _ of 45 years, under whom 
i 


My Lord Crawford ſtudied Philoſophy, and to whom he was 
then particularly obliged 3 the Dr. had alſo been a zealous 
Aſſertor of the Proteſtant Religion, and defign'd to bave made 
the Univerſity his Heir z notwithſtanding all which, My Lord 
would not ſuffer him to have the favour of a Seat, when he 
attended that Viſitation, and when the honeſt Gentleman's 
Age and Infirmity obliged him to reſt himſelf on the ſtep of 
a Seair in the room, becauſe other Conveniency was deny'd 
him ; his Lordſhip ſent an Officer and raiſed him; ſuch R 

neſs and Incivility you may think incredible, but I had it from 
the old Gentleman himſelt; of the which, with all other Parti- 
culars of that Viſitation, as alſo of the Viſitation of the other 
Colleges, I am told that the World may expect a full Account, 
But ro return from whence my reſpect to my Lord Crawford 
carried me. 

All the Members of the Aſſembly being duly couven'd on 
the appointed day, vis. the 16th. of OGober, they went to the 
High Charch where Mr. Gabriel (wmninghame Moderator of the 

Gemeral ing did preach on S. Johr 2. 17. And bis Dif- 
ciples remembred that it was written, the Zeal of thine Houſe hath 
eaten me wp. In which the old man gave a greater Proof of his 
Memory than his Judgment, for the ſame Sermon had been 
preach'd on the ſame Text by Mr. Oliver Bowlis, an. 1643. be- 
tore the Lords and Commons aſſembled in Parliament at Loyd. 
I haveſeen the printed Sermon compared with the Notes of 
what was preach d, and I affure you Mr:Gabrie! made an ex- 
at Repetition, and followed his Authour verbatim fo far as 
was fit for his purpoſe, only he left out ſome things in the 
Cloſe of. Mr. Bowlzs's Sermon, and added ſome bitter RefleQti. 
ons on the Epiſcopal Party. 

There was a Parallel carried on betwixt Presbytery and 
that Miracle of our Saviour in whipping os hear” 
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' Hers ont of the Temple z the ſetting up Presbytery at this time 
was compared to the Work of the Reformation, and was made 
a more wonderful and fsgnal AG of Providence. The Epiſcopal 
Party were called formal and nominal Proteſtants, who profeſſmng 
to retain the Fundamentals, did pervert and corrupt the very Do. 

Alrine and all the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt. The Presbyteri- 
ans you know can never have their fill of Preaching, and there- 
fore a ſingle Sermon was not thought ſufficient to open their 
Aſſembly, but they returned in the Afternoon, where Mr. P4- 
trick Simſon preached, on 3. Zach. 7, Thus ſaith the Lord of 
Heſts, if thou wilt walk in my Ways, and if thou wilt keep my 
Charge, then thou ſhalt alſo jutlg my Houſe, and ſhalt alſo keep my 
Ceurts, and I will give the Places to walk among theſe that ſtand 

When his Matter and Exprefſion were conlidered, no 
body thought his Sermon was borrowed as that in the fore- 
noon had been, for it was Presbyterian Stuff courſe enough. 

He aſcribed to their Meeting a Supremacy abſolute and im- 
mediate next under Chrilt. 

After both Sermons they went to the Playe appointed for 
the Aſlemblys Mr, Gabriel Cunninghame opened the Meet- 
ing with a Prayer, after which he made a Complement to the 
King's Commitlioner, and defired that his Commiſhon might 
be ſeen and read. The Commiſhoner having produc'd his Com- 
miſſion, he defired that every one might alſo ſhew theirs; which 
occafioned a confuſed Jangling for ſome time. The next thing 
they tell upon was the chuling of the Moderator, for Mr. G«- 
briel could no longer preſide, it being againſt their Principles 
to allow a conſtant Moderator. For Perſons were in Nomi-. 
nation, the firſt was Mr, George Campbel Miniſter at Drumfries , 
whoſe Character I have given you before 3 the next was 
{ Mr. Giltert Rule, who tormerly paſs'd under the name of 

Dr. Rule, becauſe of his praQtiſing Medicine z he fat in the Af> 
| embly as Commiſſioner from the Colledg at Edinburgh, where 
be was lately inſtalled Principal, in the room of the reverend 
. and learned Dr. Monro, In the laſt times of Presbytery he 
was an Independent, but now he ſeems to own no ſuch thing, 
bur prefleth the Presbyterian Government as of Divine Inſtitu- 
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tion : He is of great Authority among his Party; and is reckon- 
ed by them a learned and judicious man; but firſt he ſeems 
not to have the Latin Tongue, for he oft woundeth Priſciar, 
and hath ſolittle Command of that Language, that he dare nat 
extend his Prayers before the Students above two or three 
Sentences, which when obſerved made one wiſh that all the 
Presbyterians were obliged to pray un Latin, and then they 
would not be fo tedious, nor vent ſo much Nonſenſe in their 
Prayers, as moſt of them now uſe to do: Again, the things he 
hath publiſhed diſcover no ſmall Ignorance; witneſs, his filly 
Gloſs on that Expreſſion of $. Jerome ; Quid facit Epiſcopus,ex- 
cept4 Ordinaticne, quod Presbyter non faciat : Where he maketh 
Ordinatio to be the ordering of the Meetings of the Clergy. 
* He alſo publiſhed a Pamphlet, wherein he 


repreſented the Principles and Praftices of |, * Ts Expoſirion f 


® - . he 
Presbyteriansz which is a very weak and _ 5 rior ps Lge 


empty Paper full of Contradictions, where- of bis pretended An- 
in the Scripture is' grolly wreſted, and de ir rome, 
wherein ſeveral things are obtruded as cer- pram, 

tain and of great Importance, which have 

no Foundation either in Scripture, Reaſon, or- Antiquity. 
As by this it appears that his Learning is not great, though 
he hath had the Boldneſs to enter the liſts with Dr. Stillingfleet, 
fo he hath often in his Sermons vented himſelt bicterly againſt 
the Epiſcopal Party. _ 


" A third Perſon was Mr, Meldrum once Miniſter at Aberdeem , 


but who hath preach'd at a Meeting-Houſe in the Weſt ever 
fince the Indulgence granted by King James, He indeed en- 
tred the Miniſtry in times of Presbytery , but: he alſo compli- 
ed with Epifcopacy when jt was reſtored. He at f(t roge- 
ther with Mr. John Menzies Profefior of Divinity at Aberdeen, 


- did heſitate upon the Qath of Canonical Obedience; which 


Biſhop Mitchel of Aberdeen would by no means allaw.; ſo that 
they both ran a riſque of being depriv'd. But afterwards up- 
on a Conference at. Andrews withthe Archbiſhop of that See, 


'who it ſeems dealt ſomewhat ſmoothly with them, they both 
ſubſcribed the'Oath of Canonical Obedience, and were ſent 
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back to the Biſhop of Aberdeen with recommendatory Letters 
from the Primate; upon which they were admitted to their 
Places, which the one kept till his Death, and the other till 
the Qath of the Teſt. 1am told that Mr. Meldrym denies the 
matter of Fat, and will not acknowledg that ever he took 
the Oath of Canonical Obedience, but the thing is too noto- 
rious to be denyed ; for as the Primate of S. Andrews aflur'd 
the Biſhop of Aberdeen of it by a Letter under his hand, of 
which Mr. Meldrum himſelf was the Bearer; ſo the Biſhop 
of Aberdeen to make their Compliance as publick and exem- 
plary as he thought their demurring and refuſal had been 
ſcandalous, before he remitted them to the Exerciſe of their 
Miniſtry, cauſed a publick Intimation of their Subſcription to 
be made in the old Church of new Aberdees, which Intima-. 
tion was made by Dr. Keith afterwards Profeſſor of Divinity 
at Edinburgh, which certainly would not have been done, it 
the matter of Fa had not been certain : Eſpecially if it be 
, confider'd that they themſelyes, tho preſent, did not offer to 
contradidt it, When this rigorous Proceeding of the Biſhops 
againſt them was in ordinary Diſcourſe complained of, he de- 
fended himſelf by an o/d Scotch Proverb, which is, That a fid- 
ging Mare ſhould be well girded: And it has been told me the 
Subſcriptions both of Mr. Menzies and Mr, Meldrum are (till 
extant. However Mr. Meldrum payed true Canonical Obedi- 
EnCce, as much as any other Miniſter, to the Biſhop of Aberdeen, 
and lived in particular Friendſhip with Biſhop Scowgal, who 
ſucceeded in that See: he frequented the Presbyteries and Sy- 
nods, ſubmitted to their Ats, and afliſted ſeveral times when 
; the Biſhop ordained, and ſo far deſerted the Principles of the 
Covenant and our Scottiſh Presbiteryans , that he ſwore and 
' ſubſcribed the Declaration, when he was admitted Rector of 
; the Marjſhal College of Aberdeen, It cannot be denied but 
© that he carried himſelf well, and gained the good Opinion of 
all, while he kepr his Place, and even after he had left it for 
not taking the Teſt, he did not deſert,the Church, nor re- 
nounce Communion with the Epiſcopal Party, until the time 
that King James diſcharged the taking of Oaths, and ſuſpend- 
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ed the Laws which enatted them, and then becanſe he was 
not permitted to return to the Exerciſe of his Miniſtry at Hber- 
deew, tho he was allowed to go any where elſe, he became fo 
picqu'd and offended at the Biſhops, whom he apprehended 
were the Cauſe thereof, that he preſently ſtruck in with the 
Presbyterians, and either to make his Change _ the more 
ſincere, or becauſe he had really alter'd his Judgment and the 
Principles he formerly profeſs'd, he hath broke of all corre- 
ſpondence with the Epr{copal Party, though ſome of them were 
his moſt tatimate Acquaintance, and as Occaſion offer'd vent- 
ed himſelf as bitterly and ſeverely againſt them, as any Pres- 
byterian whatſoever. And when he was laſt at Aberdeen, tho 
he was kindly and civilly invited by his old Colleagues to 
take their Pulpit, yet he would never preach for them, 'nor 
ſo muchas hear them ; but choſe rather to go preach in the 
Meeting-Houſe, where he exhorted the People to Thankful- 
neſs for the deliverance of the Land from Prelacy, and to be 
earneſt in their Prayers that it might never return again. In 
him we have an apparent Inſtance, how great a Temptation 
even to a judicious Man Picque and Intereſt and Popularity 
do oftentimes prove. At firſt he pretended that he would 
only attempt to reclaim the deluded People of the Weſt from 
their Errors and Extravagancies, who (he ſaid) had been loſt 
for want of good and _— Miniſters amongſt them ; bue 
it was plainly foretold by a Perſon of Quality and great Worth, 
that it would appear he could not work upon them, but that 
they would infnare him, and bring him over to all their Foole- 
ries. | 

j The fourth and laſt Perſon was one Mr. Hugh Kennedy, who 

{ is uſually called Father Kennedy by the Phanaticks here, and 

{ by others Bitter Beard: he is of a little Stature, but ſuch a 

\ one as has made a great Buſtle in his time; he wes a Ring- 

\ leader of the Remonſtrator-Party, and with the Scottiſh Ar- 
my at Newcaſtle, when they delivered up King Charles 1. and re- 
ceived a part of the Price of his Blood, as is commonly re- 

. ported fix thouſand Marks. In the Year 1669 he was depo- 

d by a Synod of Presbyterians for ſeveral Crimes 3 _ 
by 


/ 
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ly for being a Firebrand among his Brethren, and for; a Book 
entnrulcd The Cauſes of Gods Wrath upon Scotland, which Sen. 
rence of Depoſition was never taken off, till the laſt day but 
one of this Ailembly, as you'ſball hear afterwards,... +, .. 

Theſe were the four Perſons nominated to preſide in the AC- 
ſembly; when it came to the Vote, Mr. Gilbert Rule had four 
or five; Mr. Geo, Me/drum one ' Mr. George Campbel forty 
eight; but the moſt were in favour of Mr. Hugh Kennedy, 
and ſo the Chair was aſlign'd to him, who came ſhort of the 
reſt in Learning, yet ſurpaſſed them in Subtilty and Malice. 
Having choſen a Moderator, the next thing requiſite was a 
Clerk, they appointed Mr. John Spalding, who had been Clerk 
to the General Meeting, to officiate in the interim till they 
ſhould chuſe one, but he continued all the time of the Aſſem- 
bly, for there were ſo many Competitors for the Clerkſhip, 
and each of them had ſuch-Intereſt by their Friends in the AC. 
ſembly, that they durſt never put it to the hazard of a Vore, 
for fear of dividing the Aſſembly ; the Competitors were as 
we heard, Merſington, Corſrigge, two Lords of the Seffion ; 
Park Hay, the famous James Stewart, and one Kerr. 

In this Aſſembly there was an hundred and eighty Perſons, 
Clergy and Laity. There were no Commiſſioners from the 
Shires of Angus, Meres, Aberdeen, or any of the more Nor- 
thern Parts of the Kingdom 3 and even ſeveral Places on the 
North fide of Tay had none; only here and there in a Corner, 
where the Presbyterians had ſeated themfelves, and aſſumed 
the name of a Presbytery, there were one or two choſen and 
Commiſiionated to repreſent them in the Aſſembly. None 
of the Univerſities or Colleges had any Repreſentatives there, 
fave that, of Edinburgh, whom Mr. Gilbert Rale repreſented 5 
ſo that this was no more a General Allembly of the Church 
of Scotland, than that of Trent can be called a General Coun- 
cil of the Catholick Church z nor did any other Spirit rule in 
the one than, what prevailed in the other, I mean a Spirit of 
Faction, Intereſt and Prejudice, as will appear by. the Con- 
tderation of their Proceedings, though there were Prayers e- 
_ put up for another Spirit, if they had been ipod 
or It, e 


we 
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.The Presbyterians of Scotlaud have always conteſted with 
Kings about the Powep of calling, adjourning and diſſolving A/ 
ſembliez, They pretend to an uitrinfick Power in themſelves 
in . this matter, to which (as Mr. Rule ſays in his Repreſenta- 
tion, &c. ) that of the Magiſtrate is cumulative, and not pri- 
vative. The adjuſting of this Matter therefore was the firſt 
Difficulty brought betore the Moderator, and no ſmall Tryal 
of his Skill; for as in the one hand they had all the Reaſons 
in the World to complement and gratify the King; fo on the 
other it is well known the Presbyterians are very tenacious 
of their pretended Rights, and very jealous of Encroachments 
upon them, "which makes them cautious of giving Precedents, 
Now this Difficulty he reſolved thus, he ſuffered the Com- 
miſſioner to appoint the time of their Meeting, and without 
taking notice of what the Commiſhoner had done, he himſelf 
adjourned them to the ſame time z ſometimes alſo to comple- 
ment the Commiſſioner be would fo cunningly ſmooth the 
buſineſs, as when he had reſolved upon the time of their Meet- 
ing, he would firſt ask the Commiſſioner. if his Grace could 
_ attend them at ſuch'a time, and then adjourn to the ſaid time ; 
ſo they always agreed about the time of their Meetings, and 
by this means the Debate betwixt them and the King was wa- 
ved, and never decided. There happened a pleaſant Paſſage 
to this Purpoſe, which I muſt not omit ; Mr. Gabr. Cunnine- 
hame orefiding one day 1n the abſence of the ordinary Mode. 
rator, he asked the Commiſtioner.* what ſhould be. the next 
time of their Meeting 3 but whether it was out of Forgetfulnefs 
that he did fo or not, he corrected himſelf in his Prayer. For 
he began with an acknowledgment of Chriſt Feſus being ſupreme 
Head and Governour of the Church, and then faid theſe Words, 
Thou knoweft, O Lord, that when we own any other, it is only 
for Decency ſake. 

The next day they met, and only heard'the King's Letter 
read, and appointed ſome Perſons to draw up. an Anſwer. We 
expeted to have ſeen both in Print, as is uſual, but neither 
of them has been as yet publiſhed, becauſe, as is ſappoſed,. 
there was ſomething in the King's Letter a lictle _— 
| ' which, 
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which they would not have every one to know, viz. That 
he favoured their Government, becauſe Fe was made to underſtand 
it was moſt agreeable to the Taclinations of the People 5 that he 
would have them very moderate in their Proceedings, and do na- 
thing which might diſpleaſe their neighbour Church : This laſt 
did not go down well with them, tor it troubled them to 
be made in any ways accountable to a Church, which in all 
their Diſcourſes they exclaimed againſt as ſuper/{itions and ido. 
latrons, and into which they are deſigning to introduce their 
glorious Reformation. Neither was the firſt very acceptable, 
for if the Inclinations of the People were the Motive of fet- 
ting up Presbyterian Government, when it ſhould (| as it very 
eaſily might) be repreſented, that the Inclinations of the Peo- 
ple were againſt Presbytery, and the Spirit and radtice Pof the 
preſent Presbyterians, his Majelty might be moved to remove 
this, and ſet up another Government. Therefore in their An- - 
ſwer they aſſerted that their Government was not only ſute- 
able to the Inclinations of the People, but alſo molt agreeable 
to the Word of God, and that this might got be looked upon 
merely as the Flouriſh of an Epiſtle, they deſign'd to back it 
with the Authority of an A& 3 which ſhould declare their | 
Government both of Divine Right, and alſo the true Legal Go. 
vernment of this Chiirch, which they pretended never 
ſuffered any Alteration, except in time of Uſurpation, Tyran- 
ny and great Oppreſſion, But the Commiſſioner apprehend. 
ing the Conſequences of ſuch an At, thought it not fit to 
let the ſame paſs, without Advice from Court z and therefore 
defired a Copy of it to ſend to the King his Maſter, who it 
ſeems did not approve of it : For it never more appeared here, 
at which the Brethren have not a little murmured. * And if 
it had paſled, as it would not have contributed much to the 
Eſtabliſhment of their Government, it being the Act of ſo in- 
conſiderable an Aſſembly z ſo it would only have diſcovered 
their Ignorance, Falſhood and Impudence : For it 1s clear from 
our Hiſtories (as was declared in a late Diſcourſe) that Pres- 
bytery heretofore was never ſetled but in times of Rebellion; 
and what Enemies our Scottiſh Presbyterians have been always 
to 
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9p how: much chey were? perience fully anT plats 
bellion Famer VL. basfrom his Experiencefully-and plain 
ly declan in his Baſi/icon Doron, where he — his Son 
againſt them as the moſt rwrrm thy creacherous and 
ous fart of People, who are leſs tobe truſted than the thieving 
Borderers, or the wildeſt uncivitized: Highlanders. The A 
ment alſo, which Sir James Montgomery of Skelmorly uſed fed for 
Presbytery i in the Parliament, ſhews how much ir favours Mo- 
narchy. and: Kingly Power, which was-this/ 'That it was*the 
Peoples only Security againſt the Eneroachment of Kings, and 
a proper' Curb to- reftrain their Inſoltence'and Extravagancy 
And indeed when they are encouraged, they fo reſtrain them 
as to make them ſignify nothing, as appears by their Behavi. 
our; to King James: Vi5betore he reryirdirg, web Kon te 
they did: to' King Chartes EL. whom''they 
purſaed to Death; As to the Mobcien Lov ro _—_ 

{ty required of them , they promiſed with « fo 

tion, that they would ſlew alt the —urtagnd pores 

conld expe#; which when confidered was not'a. 27. 
Obligation on-thems for if the King underſtand thiew tighe 
his Eocatiaion will be very ſmall, ' Moderation being very 
rarely to be found among P | 

It being an old Cuſtom of Aſſemblies to caſe the 

Miniſters of the Place where meet from | _ 
ting Preachers- for the wor t 


ordered this day who'(bould preach the 
Churches and Montag tou ſes in Edinburgh, 
Houſes 1n one + 

{ſtood ap, andfaid 3 It was fitiro ſend Miniſters to 4,0 
the- Conformiſts. Kirks too: But'the Moderator pereciving 
the Commifhoner difpleaſed at'the Propolal, 'replyed 3 That 
4 > arr Agar Help, and they (onlt: y4s\ns hook, The 
firſt chat preached in the High Church before the Commiſh- 
oner, was Mr. Geo, Meldruw, whole Text was Philip. 4. Ver. 
5.\The Sermon” wu; Gaim co. pleaſe: the/ various Hamours 
of 'Men, and to recommend himſelf to- Petfons of different 
boruages Drift -of iv (ceined to be for Mode- 


the Court a mae, 


to, 
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called for z yet he caution'd it with ſuch Reftridions and Ex- 
ceptions as that he might juſtifie himſelf with the more ri- 
gid, and prevent their jcalouſics and ſuſpicions of him : He 
who preached the Sunday following ( if my Memory fail not) 
was one Hemilton, who was ſomewhat fingular in his reckon- 
ing the Years during which we of this Nation have been de- 
prived of the Goſpel z for whereas the reſt of the Presbyte- 
rians reckon but 28. vis. from the Reſtauration ofthe Royal 
Family and Epiſcopacy, he ran ten Years farther backward, 
and made it 38, leaving People to guels his reaſon, and 
when the Matter was enquired into, it was found'that he 
dated the want of the Goſpel from the Year 1652. becauſe 
ſince that time they never had a General Aſſembly,'and then 
/ too they were not ſuffered to fit, for the Engliſh Governor 
| here raiſed them, becauſe they had-na Warrant from Crorwel, 
/ and carried them out ſurrounded with Guards to Bruntsfield- 
| Links, where he diſmiſſed chem with a ſevere threatening, 
| if any three of them ſhould be found together. It would be 
' tedious to give you a particular account of all the Sermons 
which were preached here in the time of the Aſembly; bur 
in general [ aſſure you they were very nauſcating. to all ra-' 
tional Perſons, for except one or two preached by Mr. Cay- 
ſtairs and Mr, Robert Wyllie, they were either miſerably flat 
and dull, or elſe full of bitter Zeal again{i the Epiſcopal Party; 
Inſtead of the DoGtrins-and Duties of- Chriftanity, the ex+ 
cellency and divine Inſtitution of their Government was the 
ſubject of their Diſcourſes, and when they happened on any 
neceſſary or weighty Point of Religion, they treated them in 
ſuch a manner, as if they had deſign'd to burleſque Religion, 
and render it ridiculous, which gave” a great advantage 10 
atheiſtical and profane Men : So js is obſerved that \Religion' 
doth ſuffer more now by the ſetting up of the Presbyterians, 
than it did or was like to have ſufter'd in this Nation by the 
&tempts of the Jeſujts and other Papiſts a little while ago z for 
then it fel] out that People ſearch'd and confidere&d the Points 
of their Religion, and they that were ignorant of the Fruth 
er dif-believed it, came to und it, and t0; be con- 
vinced 
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vinced of it, and were refolved to.be fhedfaſt in the defenceof 
it, whereas vow the Conteſt being about Forms of Goy 
and 'Difcipline, which generally People lopk upon, as mate 
ters of le{ſer momenc, all enquiry into the ia Points 
is Jaid afide, and ſeeing there is ſuch Hypocrifie and Igno- 
rance among theſe very Men who ſet up themſelves for the 
peculiar People of God, and that they who would be 
thought as it were inſpifed, or at leaſt of all others moſt a&- 
ed by the Spiric of God, are guilty. of baſe and unworthy 
”— compja this ctempts People to think all Religion a ſham and 
cheat. 

On Monday the twenty fifth they met at eight a Clock 
of the Morning for Prayer only, Some ſay eight, others ten, 
and ſome that eleven prayed ſucceſſively ; told me he 
ſtayed till five of them prayed, however they continued to 
pray from eight to twelve. The Moderator began, and when 
he ended he named the perſon who ſhould pray next, and e- 
very one did the like till Dinner time. Among, others who 
were deſired to prog there was an old Man who.at firſt declin- 
ed it, pretending a bodily indiſpoſition, but when it was voted 
he ſhould pray, he fell to.it, and prayed longer a great deal 
than any of the reſt. This Exerciſe of Jong and contined 
Prayer was ſo unuſual, that it became preſently the talk ot-the 
Town, and people had diflerent Sentiments about it, -and put 
various Conktruttions upon'it.: Some ſaid they wene 
what our Lord condemned, $. Ma#th. 6. confidering that 
their Prayers generally are but Babling and vain Repeutions. 
Others that they were imitativg.the * Popiſh ue 
Maſſes. Some Feade) the. eQs of theſe mich are ſaid in a 
Prayery when they called to mind the cuſtam Morning one after 
of their Predece who uſed to uſher in _— 
fome Villany by Faſting and ſuck ſolemn Prayers, as 7 acitus re- 
ports of Nero, that whey. he ſolemaly. conſulted the Gads, it 
was 4 certain Ggn that he intended ſome cruel and bloody En- 
terprize : But the more probable ſeemed to. be that this was to 
pray themſelves, if rolible, jatq a moderate Temper, as the 
King's Letter required, or to Tinieute their want of it, as be-. 

| 4 ing 
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ing more agreeable tothe niind of God, ſeeing it was dey d 
= hers mary Prayers. To this purpoſe one af them had a 


very remarkable Expreſſion in his Prayer ; for, having in com- = 


pliance with the reſt/ pot up forhe petitions for Moderation, at 
| laſt he concludes with theſe words, Bur, © 
* That ir torurn all J ox | tobe free, it would be better tomake 


oe elmcts — , a'Clean * bouſe. This Week they appointed 


'Committees for the ſeyeral Afﬀairs that were 
before them, which ſat at their own cofvenience, and now and 
then they met in full Aſſembly, but they paſs'd away the time 
without doing any thing conliderable, ſo that ſome began to 
apply'to them; Parturiunt Montes, &&c. The Moderator laid the 
blame of it'on' the ill attendance of the Members of the AC 
ſembly,” and the ſlow Proceedings of the Committee 3- but 
the true teaſon'Was, That they were reſtrained by the laſtru. 
ions ſent from Court, and- the fears of entelaliha the cla- 
mours and prejudices of the Country, -as alſo they were ſome- 
what retarded by the uiigkilftiliiefs of their Brethren in ma- 
naging -Afﬀairs of this Nature.” The'\Old, Men having for a 
long time been diſuſed, and the Younger Sort wanting expe- 
rence 3 there were befides ſome little differences among the 
Brethren, tho the Moderator did all he could to ſmother 
them; for when there' way any appearance, of the leaſt Jar, 
he referred the matter which was hke to occaſion it, back to 
the Committee to be further confidered, ard then as on all 
other occafions-in his Prayer he thanked God for the Oxeneſs 
| that. was among 'them.” For they endeavour'd to make the 
World believe that there. was great Hatmony in their Aſſem- 
| bly which they talJked of with 'a gteat deal of Fondneſs and 
Vanity, eſpecially when the Cameronian Party joyn'd them- 
{elves to them, tho- it may be juſtly ſaid that tmatters were 
rather hudled up betwixt them, than any trove Union effe&t- 
ed, and if the ou: of the Moderator had not prevented 
it, the Breach was like to'bave been wider; For the two 


; Perſons that appear'd for the Cameronians, viz, Mr. Shiels, | - 


and Mr. Linnen gave 1n two Papers, one of Overtures, and 
2nother defending their Practices as being molt agreeable to 
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the Practices of the true Presbyterians, and upbrai 
reſt as deſerting and apoſtatizing from them, which" 
on all that fat there, and yet they offered"in the fa he 
AGembly to make good and juſtifie the fate. At Helt "rhe 
Moderator checkt and rebuk'd them, bur perceiving bo? 
would not ſubmit themſelves, they were firſt ſent our, a 
then after ſome time call'd in again, and taken by the hahd 
and deſired to fit down with the reſt, without entering up- 
on any debate. He told them upon their ſecond appearance, 
that he knew they meaned well, and had done them ſervice, 
and that they did expe&t good from them, tho at firſt he faid- 
they were raſh youhg Men, who had done much hurt co the 
Charch. The Sunday following both the Cameronians at 
Reſtalridge, and the other Brethren in the Pulpits of the 
Town, preach'd upon 'this Agreement and Union of the 
Parties. The latter gave God thanks for it, and the former 
juſtified themſelves, and declared that thereby they net-" 
ther condemned their own former. Praftices, nor yet ap- 
proved of the Corruptions that were among their Brethren. 
The Cameronians in the Country having got. information'of 
this Union, ſent ſome of their mamber to the Allembly with 
ſome Papers, who were not allowed to come in before the 
Aſſembly, but ſome of the Brethren were ſent out, to confer 
with them, who received their Papers, and giving them fair 
Words, diſmiſſed them. The Papers having never been pub- 
lickly produc'd, the Contents of them were'not known.  * 
'As to the Afﬀair which ' came before the A_— "the 
firſt thing remarkable was the Buſineſs of Mr. Gabrie Simple: 
which took up ſome days'; He had received a Call (as. the 
Word is) both from the People of Jedburgh, and allo from 
thoſe'of Fillpatrick, and each of them petition'd'the Aſſembly; 
for him, becauſe of Spiritual Sibneſs and Paftirit”? view vj 
which' they bad to him, At the ſame time there was 'an AQ& 
dreſs 'fead from no leſs than twelve Pariſhes in Northumtber-.” 
lord, *s was pretended, deſtring that the ſaid My.'G briet* 
might not be taken from them, he having taken "comp. ow, 4 
wy. 2 
on AW - 


them when they lay welfering in their Blood, and wo 
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"the and ſhewing that England was over-cone with RBriars 
and ns which would over-run Scotland too if Mr. Gabriel 
did not weed them ont, that by Mr. Gabriel's care twelve Pa» 
riſbes were well provided, which could not be ſo well done by any 
ordinary Man ; That he had been twenty four Tears among them 
. which was ſufficient to found « Paſtoral Relation, Mr. Gilbers 
Rule (cconded this Addreſs, and pleaded for thoſe of Nor- 
thumberland, that they might have the benefit of Mr. Gabriel ; 
alledging, that it was Charity to plant the Goſpel in England, 
and be declar'd thet be knew not only twelve Pariſ/ es, but that 
for fifty Miles they wanted the Word of God; For (laid he) 
betwixt Berwick and New-Caſtle there was leſs praftice of 
Piety, than amongſt Papiſts, or Heathens, and therefore it was 
wo ſend Miniſters among them, he concluded his Diſcourſe thus, 

at as we ought to plant the Goſpe! where-ever we can, # the 
Presbyterians of England having now a Liberty granted them 
by King and Parliament they might very well call back ſuch as 
Lad been driven in amongſt them in time of Perſecution, To. 
this laſt the Moderator reply'd, Mr. Gilbert, What if they 
ſhopld call you * And when he anſwer'd, that perhaps be would 
then go, he ſaid to him, Mr. Gilbert, 7 do not think you ſo 
great a Fool. But as to Mr. Gabriel the Moderator and the 
enerality of the Aſſembly were for calling him back to Scor, 
Lind alledging that Charity began at home, when they had 
reaſon'd a long while upon the Matter too and again, Mr. ar% 
rox ſtood up and ſaid, What needs this ado ? For he h: 
Gaoed that Mr. Gabriel durſt not return to Northumberland, 
there being an Order from ſeveral Juſtices ot Peace to, ap- 
prehend him, which Mr. Gabriel confe(s'd to be true. This 
decided the matter as to Northumberland, and ſhewed that 
Mr. Gabriel would have had his forc'd return coloured with a 
SolemnYnvitation; and 'when it came to be conlider'd, whi- 
ther Jedbargh or Killpatrick ſhould have him; he diſcoxer- 
ed his own Inclioations betore-jz came to a Vore, tellingthat 
Kirkpatrick had no Manſe for him, neither could be main» 
tain a Hotſc at it, when the Votes were a ſtating Mr. Gahriel 
Cunningham deſired the Moderator to pray. for drowning. the 
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noiſe of the Aſſembly, But Mr, Kirktoun anſwered; What needs 
all this fool aying, it was not the to pray at every. 
thing, (0 they paſt immediately to voting, and the Votes 
carried it for Jebburgh, which no doubt was according to 
Mr. Gabriel's own deſire. .. 

The next great Atair was the.removing Mr. George Camp- 
[ bel from being Miniſter at Druxfries to be Profeſſor of Di- 
| vinity at Edinburgh, which was made vacant by the Viſita- 
tion of. the College, for that Dr. Strachan could not comply 
with the Terms requir'd in the AR of Parliament. The Ma- 

| giltrates of Edinburgh being Patrons of the place gave a Call 
to Mr. Campbel, which was backed by the earneſt invitation 
of ſome others about the Town, He indeed deſerves the 
place better than any of that Party having qualifications of 

Learning and Modeſty beyond what is uſual. to be found a- 

mongſt them. - But as the People of Dramfries were not wil» 

ling to part with bim, ſo neither was he willing of himſelf 
to ſettle at Edinburgh in his old decaying Years, eſpecially 
when he perceived ſuch ſtrong prejudices againſt the Presby- 

terian Party to encreaſe, The matter was referr'd to the A 

ſembly where it was long and hotly,debated. The neceſluty 

and importance of training up Youth was alledged for his 
coming to Edinburgh, but he on the other hand faid, he was 
more capable gf doing good at Dramfries, and had 
ties. and obligations to. that place, and at laſt edded that he 
not only had nqt the inward call to accept of the Profeſſion of 
roinity, but did find in himſelf an inward averhon and 
backwardneſs thereto, which he thought ſhould not be (light- 
ed; for there was in it not anly ar)pomnvoy 2x but Gcior 74, Whi 
occaſion'd the matter of the inward call tg. be :conlidered 
and debated, Mr. Rule ſaid, That it confiſted ix the internal, 
lifications for the place, and. the - outward: ous Call 
of the Church, and that as they were Judger- of the firſt, ſo the 
laſt would be known Ly putting it to a Vote : adding,” That the: 

Sririt of God was 4 harmoniogs Spirit, and that the Spirit of the 

Prophets was ſubje® to the Prophets. Mr. Campbel reply'd, 

That he put a wrong Gloſs on the Place, but however rs 

w 
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would not debate it now. It was referred back to, the Cotn- 
mittee and con(ideted "x7 ina full Aſſembly, and at laſt the 
matter was'put to'a Vote, having before they colleed th 
Votes prayed for direCtion therein. By the Votes it was cat-. 
ried that he ſhould come to Edinburgh; tho it was obſerved 
that the more judicious part were againſt his coming, being 
prevail'd upon by the weight of his own Arguments. How- 
ever after they had reſolved upon his coming, they allowed 
him till Lenmar following to remove himſelf and his F amily 
( as ſome ſay ) - as others would: have, 'that he might in this 
time bring his mind to cloſe with the Call of the Aſſembly, 
becauſe he had ſaid, he would leave the Kingdom rather than 
obey. 

A day or two after the Decifion of this buſineſs concerning 
Mr, Campbel,there came a Commiſſion from the Town of S. An 
drews to My Lord Crawford to repreſent them in the Aſſembly : 
The Moderator ufher'd jt in with a great Commendation 'o f 
his Lordſhip, and the manifold Obligations which they had 
to him, and regreted he had not been a Member of their A(- 
ſembly ſooner, and that he had not his Commiſhon from a 
Presbytery; for which, he ſaid, the Presbytery of Couper par- 
ticularly ſhould be rebuked, in that they had. neglected him. 
But the reaſon was, ( asT told you before) that it was expect- 
| ed he ſhould have been Commiſſioner for the King. When 
this Commifhon was read, My'Lord Crawford,” ( whole Joy 
for which was to be ſeen in his Conntenance) ſtood up, and 
made a Diſcourſe about the Weight and Importance of that 
Truſt, and of his Unworthineſs to be a Member of that Vene- 
rable Aſſembly, and 'defired that they might allow, bim the 
favour which they'had-granited to Mr, (George Campbel, which 
was to have til Llemmar next toadviſe'0h,jt: . His Lordſhip 
not knowing well what to fly, but thinking he was obliged 
to fay ſomething," fell on this Impertinence; which moved the 
Spleen of the Afembly, and made them ſpoil the gravity of 
their Meeting: ''And indeed who could forbear laughing, to 
hear one make'a ſcruple 'of ating by Commiſſion, when he 
had made none to att without one; officioully attending the 
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ſeveral Seflions of the Alembly, and particular Committees, 
and giving his Opinion in all the Matters that came before 
them. And what a ridiculous thing was it, to ask Nine Months 


time to adviſe whether he ſhould be a Member of a Meeting' 


which was to be intirely diſſolved within a fortnight. 
After they had fat ren or twelve days, they received a Pe- 
tition from two Perſons, the one was called Smith, the other 
Grieve, in name of the Town of Dundee. In the Petition, which 
was drawn up according to their uſual Canting Stile, they 
complain'd of their want of the Miniſtry there, and deſired that 
ſome might be ſent to them to preach the Goſpel z upon this 
the Commiſſioner asked if the Epiſcopal Miniſters of that 
place were legally turned out ; and it being replyed that they 
were deprived by the Privy Council a year ago; the 
rator was ſuffered to proceed in the buſineſs, who preſſed it 
with great Earneſtneſs, telling the Aſſembly, that he knew 
that not only in D«ndee, but that in all Angas the Goſpel was 
not preach'd, and that there was no true Miniſter there, tho 
he and all the World befides knew, that except one or two 
Churches all the reſt of that Shire have Miniſters ſetled in them, 
who daily exerciſe their Fundtions, but indeed they are Epi- 
_ Miniſters ; whom neither he, nor others of that x 
make any account of, for on all Occaſions they ſo expreſs t 
ſelves, as if the Goſpel and Miniſtry were confin'd to the Pres- 
byterian Kirk, But to return to the buſineſs of Dundee and 
Angus, Mr. Andrew Bowie, and one Mr. Reiel declared to the 
Allembly, That they had been in that Country already by an Or- 
der from the General Meeting, but that they had no incourage- 
ment from that People, on the comrary they had met with great 
Diſcouragements, and perceived that they were ſo averſe and Jadif 
poſed for receiving the Goſpel, that it was needleſ; to ſend any io 
them ;, for they would not get an Auditory except in a Kirk, and 
the People would not give them the Neys of the Kirk: doors, nor ad- 
mit of them except they were compel d by Authority. To which 
the Moderator replyed, Brethren, as you have made an 
the Goſpel to them in the name of the b# 20 Meeting, jo Lar- 
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muſt now 70 and offer it in the name of the General Aſſembly 3, and 
added, That they would recommend the Afﬀair to the Privy Coun. 
cil, who would certainly ſee to their encouragement, and to have 
the Keys of ſome Kirk er other given them. As for Dundee , 
which was ſaid to be generally refraftory, the Moderator ſaid, 
They could and would plant Miniſters and Elders therein, whe- 
ther the Town Council would or not. Which if it be not an In- 
truſion, let the World judg: When it was defired that ſome 
others might be added to theſe two Brethren, Mr. William 
Spence ſometime Miniſter of Glendoven was named by ſeveral, 
which was oppoſed by others, becauſe the removing of him 
would leave the Presbytery of Aughterarder without a Pxorum, 
as I mentioned before 3 however after ſome Debate, it was 
carried he ſhould go: And other three alſo were appointed 
to be in readineſs upon advertiſement of the ſucceſs and en- 
couragement of theſe Brethren. As for this Mr. William Spence, 
one of the Apoſtles for Angus he ſerved ſome years under Epi- 
ſcopacy, but having defired an Augmentation of his Stipend, 
and it being refuſed'z he conceived a Picque at the Biſhops, 
becauſe they gave him not (as he judged) due Afliſtance be- 
fore the Commiſſion of the Kirk, which he firſt vented by pal- 
ſing ſevere Refle&tions upon them, and afterwards he grew 
to that height, -that he diſperſed Papers beſpatterin th 
them and the Government, aud addreſſed to the Preebytery 
ſor a Reformation: His Fellow Presbyters endeavoured to 
reclaim him, and to ſuppreſs his Libels, but their Attempts 
being in vain, the| Matter was carried before the Biſhop and 
Synod of Dxmblaze, who finding him obſtinate depoſed him, 
and afterwards upon his further Contumacy-and Diſobedi- 
ence excommunicated him, which Cenſure was never yet ta- 
ken off, becauſe he never ſhewed any Repentance, neither 
made any Application about 1t. 

Shortly after the receiving of this Petition from Dundee, 
there came a Letter to the Aſſembly from Aberdeen ſubſcri- 
bed by ſome Phanaticks there; who, I aflure you,' in that 


Place areneither conſiderable for Number, nor Quality. The 
" Letter 
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Letter was to the ſame purpoſe, deſiring the Aſſembly te 
ſend them Miniſters, and complaining that they had want- 
ed. the Goſpel for Thirty Years. Mr. George Meldrum was 
preſent when this Letter was read, and neither contra- 
dicted the Aſſertioa nor qualified itz but ſuffered it to paſs 
without any 'Refleftion or Cenfure. Which filence of his 
was admired by thoſe that knew him, neither could they ex- 
cuſe it, conſidering that he both knew the place particular- 


ly, and could not but'be convinced that the Goſpel had been - 


prezched there, in as great Purity as m any place im the King- 
dom: For not to ( —_ of the preſent Miniſters of that Ct. 
ty, who have the Fi pprobarion of all wife and judicious Per- 
ſons, both for preathing and other Qualifications. Mr. Da- 
vid Lyall, now at Montroſs, was a long time Miniſter there, 
/ and is eſteemed to have a good Talent of popular preaching. 
Mr. John | Menzies Profellor of Divinity , who was ever 
elteemed'an eloquent Preacher, as well as a learned. Man, 
continued in the exerciſe of his Miniſtry there, till the year 
1684. and Mr. Me/drum himſelf was Twenty of theſe years 
Miniſter there alſo ; and Dr. Garder who ſucceeded him muſt 
be acknowledged to be both a knowing man and an able 
Preacher ; one who teacheth the truth in ſincerity, without 
reſpe&t of Perſons. . So that Mr. Meldrum's new Intereſt muſt 
have (ſtrongly perverted his Judgment, or he may be juſtly 
charged with Hypocrifie and Cowardice; ſeeing, for fear of 
diſpleaſing a Party, he would not own the truth on fo fair an 
Occaſion, The Presbyterians ſpeak much againſt a finful 6. 
lence, and certainly ſuch was his at this time. Same alledg. 
ed, that the ſending of this Letter was a Device of tis own, - 
to get himſelf ſent back to Aberdeen; for one would have 
thought that- the Aſſembly would rather have fent him than 
another, becauſe he might be ſuppeled to know both the place 
and the People beſt where he had been ſo long Miniſter; but. 
the Aſſembly took..no notice of him, and appointed two to 
go thither to preach the Gaſpel , of which one was Mr, Skiel 
a Cameronian, So that as Mr. Meldrum fell off from the 
E. 2. Epiſcopal . 
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Epiſcopal Party becauſe he was not permitted to return to 
his Place at Aberdeen, for the ſame Reaſon he ſhould now de- 
ſert the Presbyterians, ſeeing they would not. reſtore him 
unto it. 


Upon ſome other occaſion it was propoſed by the Mor 
derator to ſend ſome other Perſons to make an offer of the 
Goſpel to the reſt of the Northern-Shires ; accordingly an A& 
palt, appointing ſeveral (I know not the exat number) who 
were commended to the Council for their Viaticum, as the 
Moderator worded it, which Mr. Fraſer of Brae found fault 
with as ſordid, and then he wiſht them to call it Maintenance 
or Proviſion, or what they pleaſed, for they knew bis mean- 
ing well enough. 

But that which is moſt remarkable, is, that in this as well 
as the two former inſtances, Perſons were commiſtionated to | 

reach and make an offer of the Goſpel; for in theſe very 
Terms it was propoſed, ſtated, voted and determined, as 
if they were going to convert Pagans and Infidels ; this 
ſhews their Ignorance and Uncharitableneſs, and is to ſome a 
juſt ground ( tho there were no other reaſon ) for ſepara» 
ting from them, and refuſing Communion with them, be- 
cauſe they divide from the Catholick Church in all Ages, 
they pervert and' alter the nature of the G and teach 
another Goſpel than what is to be found in Scripture, In- 
deed they cannot juſtifie their preſent Proceedings, and all 
this noiſe they make in ſetting up themſelves, unleſs their 
way ( as they uſe to ſpeak ) bo of equal importance with 
the Goſpel it ſelf; but if the Goſpel be in the Scripture, 
the Epiſcopal Party have preached it more plainly and pure- 
ly than they. And if they teach another Goſpel than what 
has been taught by the Gur they muſt leave the Scri- 


ptures, and with the Papiſts have recourſe to vain un- 
certain Traditions, or to the more vain Imaginations . 
thuſiaſts. 


Before 
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Before 1 relate to you any more of their Ads, I} divert 
you with an account how \the Aſſembly dealt with fach Mi- 
niſters as had appealed ro them upon the hope of milder 
Treatment and greater Juſtice than what had been found in 
the particular Presbyreries, * If you had ſeen the laſt 
they ſent to the King, as it was firſt preſented to the Afſem- 
bly to be approved and ſubſcribed, you would have con- 
cluded that all Grievances had been redreſſed, and that the 
Epiſcopal Clergy had received a reparation of alfthe Wrongs 
which they had complained' of, for the Letter exprefly con- 
tain'd ſo much, but the Libel was ſo groſs that it could not 
paſs tho the Moderator it, wherefore the amendment 
of it being referred to Mr. Gilbert Rale and Mr. Robers Whlke, 
they made it run thus ; That the fame was recommended to 
the Cormiſlioners of the Aſſembly, and ſeveral Synods to 
be redrefied. How true even this is, I cannot tell, rime will 
ſhew, but fure I am 'twas not done by the Aſſembly, for 
they ſhifted off the exammation of theſe Appeals, ſaying it 
was. injurious to the Presbyteries to queſtion the juſtice and 
' legality of their Proceedings, and preſſed that the Complat 
nants might be referred back to the particular Presbytericy 
and Synods from which they had appealed, which was done, 
and that was equivalent to the approving all that was done, 
becauſe none would condemn their own Proceedings. "The 
Affair of Peebles is an evident proof that the Aſſembly was 
not willing to canvaſs the Actings of any Presbytery, far 
teſs to renverſe their Orders and Sentences. The Duke of 
FBneen1berry being not only. Patron, but alfo a very confide- 
rable Heritor ofthe Pariſb, was as well as others both in point 
of Honour and Intereſt concerned ro have the matter dif- 
cuſſed; and Mr. Kxzox who was called to be Miniſter there 
righted. Wherefore the Duke recommended the- Buſineſs 
with great earneſtneſs to the Commillioner, that it might be 
brought before the Aﬀembly, being confident that the AF 
{embly-would nor take = them to approve the Proceedings 
of the Presbytery, who had governed themſelves neither by 
, Reaſon 
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Reaſon, Juſtice, nor Equity in the Matters 'as 'was made ap- 
| ' pear in a printed Information which I have here- 
Vide the f# with ſent youz whereupon'the Commiſlioner in- 
TT terpoſed ſo far-as to-get jt one day propoſed in a 
full Afemblysz but when the Clark took up the Proceſs to 
read it, there was ſuch murmuring among the Brethren, 
that what, he read-could neither | be. heard nor underſtood, 
and ſome two or three whiſpered” the Moderator in the Ear ;. 
ſo that before the Clatk had read-ſix lines,” he ſtood up, and 
addreſiing to the Commiſſioner-told bis Grace, 'that it was 
fit to wave this. Aﬀair for the preſent, that the Brethren 
were diſpleaſed, that, it was brought.jn.lo abtuptly before the 
Aſſembly, when it had not been confideredin the Committee, 
that they were not, ripe enough as. yet-to take cognizance of 
it, and that there' were ſeveral. particulars in that Afﬀair 
which were not fit 40 be ſpoken of in publickz.to which the 
Commiſſioner yielded either out of too; much good Nature, 
or out of fear that the {tubborn and forward Men: would 
have baffled his Authority it he had offered to oblige the 
to do any. thing againſt their will. To fave his Credib.m 
yieldirg to the Aſſembly, he required them peremptorily to- 
fall upon it at the next meetingz the Moderator promiſed it, 
but there was. never a Syllable more of it, nor ut ſeems did- 
the Commiſhoner think fit to ſtarr it again... Before I leave 
this Matter, I muſt tell you a remarkable paſſage in Mr. Veatch 
his Anſwer which he publiſh'd to that printed Information 
which I ſpake of before : That whereas it was objeFed that- 
he had not a popular Call to the Pariſh of Peebles. Fþhis, ſaith 
he, ought not to militate againſt me ; for if by ſucda Call be 
meant an unanimous Call of all, or the greateſt part of the Pa- 
riſhs it can be expeded but in very few places of the Country 
tn a Precbyterian Miniſter, aud never at all, ſaith he, to be hoped 
for in the Pariſh of Peebles. This indeed is a certain Truth, 
bur it was thought ſtrange to ſce a Presbyterian ſo plainly 
confeſs ir, ſeeing hitherto they would have the King, and 


all the World believe, that both their Perſons and Govern- 
ment 
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ment were molt agreeable to the [nclinations of the” People. 
Mr. Veatch had not his Wits abouc him whe he terofall this 
Declaration, and it ſeems was' more intent upon tis own par- 
ticular, than the general lotereſt of the Partyrhe belongs to; 
for hereby he-gives a Lie unto; the Parhamenr,' over-rums the 
Ground whereon the Government -was built, -and' plainly in- 
timates that he and his Brethren are, and muſt be 1 
ſeeing they cannot have the call and conſent of the. People. 
The want wheecof was charged: heavily- on the = am wn 
Clergy in the Weſt by Mr. George Meldrame ina: Sermon 
fore the Parliament, ' who thought it ſo heinous/a Crime, that 
he ſaid, before he obtruded himſelf upon a People: againſt their 
own will, be would chuſe rather to beg bis Fraught' and go to 
America : It were to be wiſhed that all his Brethren” were 
of that mind, _— COPEL wept orm nr. of 
themz and 'T ature you they  might.haveiitheir Fraughe 
without begging it 3 for both Gentry and Commons 
pay that more chearfully thag'their Stipends.” Now if 1 
' x Crime m the Epiſcopal Clergy to take the of 2 Pari 
without the expreſs formal conſent. of: the-People, what 
it be thought wma Presbyterian to come in upon 
when they expreſly declared and - proteſt againſt 
know no other way of apts bor but by aſlerti 
Do&rine which one of their Laicks raiſed from wer. 6. Pſal.r rg. 
while be was leQuring: to the. Neighbonr-hood, viz, The 
People of God may fin, but the Wicked muſt not fin, and there 
is a heavy V e waiting them it: they do z but we will 
leave this; return to the Point wewere upon. 
The Aſſembly was juſt, ſo puzzled with the A of the 
Epiſcopal Clergy, their Anceſtors the Pharilers were:with 
the queſtion a 
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derate, and 1ndecd they perceived that it-was'their Intereſt 
at this time to' make ſome 'ſſhew of Moderation: But on the 


ccedings of the Presbyteries, ror could they do- it becauſe 


they 


» 
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t Jobs's Baptiſmz for ori the one fide they 
feared the Court wha deſtred and required them-to be mo. - 


other hand it was agamſtthetr-Intereſt tocondemn the Pro. © 
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they were agreeable to che Rules concerted and preſcribed 
by the general Meeting ; ſo following the policy of the Pha- 
riſees they waved the difficulty by remitting all to the Commiſ- 
f10n and particular g mag By this means they ſecured what 
was already done from being -redverlt, and alſo freed the 
Ailembly from the þlame of any Injury or Injuſtice done, 
or to be done; for' then theſe things might be charged on 
particular Perſons, and not on the whole Party. However 
they ventured-npon three or four Proceſſes, and by them 
you may gueſs what they would have done with the reſt. 
The firſt was, That of Mr. Lesk Miniſter of Twref within 
the Dioceſs of Aberdeen, whoſe Church was claimed by one 
Mr, Arthur Mitchell by vertae of that Att of Parliament, 
which reſtored the old Presbyterians to their Churches whe- 
ther they were, vacant/or poſſeſſed by others. Mr. Leck fir(t 
made Application to the Council, and thought to have. ſu- 
ſpended Mr. Mitchell, as not being comprehended within the 
A& of Parliament, which only was deſigned in favour of 
theſe, who:had left their Miniſtry for not complying with 
Epiſcopacy 5 whereas Mr. Mitchell was depoſed, and deprived 
long before that rime : But that not taking efte&, the Matter 
was brought before the Aſſembly, wbere Mr.-Lesk inſtrudt- 
ed, that Mr. Arther Mitchel] was never legally ſertled Miniſter 
of Turreff; that about the Year 1655. he was aftually de- 
poſed, and that tho he continued to preach there by means 
of a preyailing Fation of Remonſtrators under the Ulſurper, 
he was never look'd| upon as Miniſter of the place : and 
that in the Year 60. the Synod of Aberdeen being freed of the 
force and reſtraint that was formerly upon them, did ratifie 
the former Sentence 'of Depoſition. © And as for himſelf he 
pleaded that he hadibeen legally ſetled Miniſter according 
to the Laws of the Land, that he had ſubmicted to the pre- 
__ ſent Civil Government, which had promiſed proteCtion to 
them-who did fo; and that the Hzritors, and People of his 
Pariſh were for his continuance among them, and altogether 
averſe to Mr. Arthur Mitchell, To prove this laſt, of = 
uce 


(42) | 
duced a Declaration and Petition ſubſcribed by the Gentle- 
men and others- of the Pariſh, Mr. Mitchell alledged thac 
one or two of the Subſcriptions were not genuine, and-there- 
fore that the whole ought to be negleted as a Forgery. 
Mr. Lek replyed, That he taid nor the ttreſs of this Cauſe 
on that Paper, that he only produc'd it as an Adminicle, that 
he had not gone about ſeeking Subſcriptions, for he looked 
upon that as below the Character of a Miniſter 5 but that it 
was given him by honeſt Men, and therefore he had reaſon 
to believe the Subſcriptions genuine. . And if they laid any 
ſtreſs an the Inclinations of the People, it a competent cime 
were allowed him, he would eaſily prove that they werefor 
him 3 but at preſent it was to be conſidered whether he was 
legal and rightful Miniſter of that place. After two days de- 
bate it came to a Vote; and the Vote was not whether Mr. 
Lek or Mr. Mitchell ſhould be continued Miniſter at Tarreff; 
but whether Mr. Mitchell was not rightful Miniſter Anno 1661. 
and only turned out by the unjuſt courſes of the Timgs, and 
whether he was not now to be looked upon as rightful Mi- 
niſter there; which Vote was carried in the affirmative, and 
Mr. Lek being called in, was told that the Aﬀembly had de- 
prived him, and ordained Mr. Ar:bur Mztchell to be Miniſter 
at Twrreff, 'He asked the reaſons of their Sentence, which 
were retuſed 3 but what ever might have been pretended, 
the true reaſon was, That they were glad of any pretence for 
caſting out Epiſcopal Miniſters, who werealways 1a their Ser- 
mons and Diſcourſes called the Prieſts of Baal. By virtue of 
that At of Parliament I juſt now mentioned, all the Churches 
were taken from the Epiſcopal Minilters, to which any Pre(- 
byterian had the lea(t pretence, tho the former had comply- 
ed with the Civil Government, and the other were ſerled 
in other places which they were not reſolved to leave. $o 


Edinburgh, -and"Ts to be one of the ers of thar 
City went out to the Pariſh of Martize,, where he had-been 
formerly Miniſter, and forced ay Mr. Andrew Meldrum pee 
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ſent Miniſter without allowing him time to diſpoſe of his 
Goods; and after he had performed this noble and heroick 
Exploit, and preached a Sunday or two to get a right to 
the Stipend, he returned to his Charge at Edinburgh, and 
turned his back upon that in the Country, as-if there had 
been no more to be feared, ſeeing the Curate was driven 
away. hy 

The next Appeal which I ſuppoſe was conſidered, was 
that of Mr. Sleery from the Presbytery of Linlithgow, he was 
a Miniſter of the Weſt, who had been rabbled out of his own 
Church, and thereafter was defired by the Miniſter of Fal- 
kirk to ſerve his Cure during his Sickneſs, which he did z and 
when that Miniſter died, the Heritors and People of the Pa- 
riſh upon the experience they had of him, -defired that he 
might continue to preach to them, promiſing that when the 
Government was ſetled, they would take care to get him 2 
legal Title to the Pariſh : but it being firmly reſolved on by 
all poſſible means to put out and diſable all Epiſcopal Mint- 
ſtetsz the Presbytery of Linlithgow cauſed the (aid Mr. Sleery 
ro be cited before them, who compeiring, was interrogated 
by what Authority he preached at Falkirk and how he came 
ro uſe the Doxology. The laft, he ſaid, was the cuſtom of 
the place, and that he did the firſt at the defire af the 
People. The Presbytery not being fatished with his An- 
ſwers to theſe, and ſome other Queſtions, diſcharged him 
from preaching there any longer, and declared the Church 
vacant, to which Sentence he refuſed to ſubmit, and ap- 
pealed ; therefore it was neceſlary to interpole the Autho- 
rity of the Aſſembly, for diſpoſlefiing him of that Church 
which was the reaſon why he was called upon. When he 
compeired, the Moderator askt him if he acknowledgsd the 
Civil Government, and if he would ſubmit ta that of the 
Church, to both which he anſwered afhrmatively z but when 
it was askt him if he repented of his compliance with Epi- 
fcopacy, he ſaid, If it was a Sin he would repent of it, 
His Anſwer did neither pleaſe nor ſatishe thewz for the 
$31 Moderator 
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Moderator told him it ſeemed he yet doubted whether it 
was a Sit or not. So finding by this and fome other 
things, that he was not yet a range Convert, they de- 
prived' lim of - his Church, and difcharged him the Exer- 
cile of his Miniſtry. 


A' third Perſon brought before the Aſſembly was one 
Mr. Forſeith Miniſter at St. Ni-ians, he was accuſed for 
marrying a Man go his firſt Wives Neice, which he con- 
fled before the ſembly 3; and aHo rhat he had been 
informed of the Relation, and diſwaded from doing it by 
the Epiſcopal Clergy, amongſt whom he lived. AIF his 
excuſe was, that he was not much himſelf when he did 
it, being in great confuſion and" conſternation becauſe of 
the Rabble that was then up, an# who continually threat- 
md him as they had fallen upon his Neighbour Miniſters. 
And he further alledged, that it was the only miſcarri- 
age he could be: charged with in thirty five Years Exer- 
aſe of the_Miniſtry,: and therefore he defired the Afſem- 
bly to pardon him, and to reſtore him. This they re- 
fuſed, and*confirmed the Sentence of his Depofitton, which 
was very juſt, and the only juſtifiable A& of the Aſſembly 
from is fitting down to its riſing. 


A fourth Afﬀair which the Aſſembly had before them, 
was that of Mr. Johbr Mekenzie at Kirkiiſton. 1 ſuppoſe 
you have ſeen” an account of his Proceſs before the Pref. 
bytery of Linlithgow, for he carried it up with him tg - 
London to ſhew it to' his Frierids there. But in caſe you 
have not met with him, nor received an account of the 
whole Matter, - take ir in ſhort thus. When rabbling was 
pratted and- in faſhion here, - he am many others 
of his Brethren had the Church Doors ſhut againſt him, 
ahd' by this means was hindred from. the Exerciſe of his 
Miniſtry in that Pariſh; but having complyed with the 
Civil Government, he nade an intereſt by his Friends to 
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maintain his legal Right and Title to the faid Church, 
which vexed and pall'd the Presbyteriatis, who by this 


means were kept from fſetling a Miniſter of - their own 
Perſwaſion there, All endeavours were uſed to' remove 
him ; Firlt, They fet him upon him to dimit voluntarily, 
which he refufing, they next threatned to force him to 
it upon Articles of Scandal. But his Innocence, and un- 
blameable Converſation being ſufficient proof againſt that ; 
they at laſt purſued him before the Presbyrery of Lin- 
lithgow, upon the pretence of deſerting his People. He 
; appeared before them, 'and defended himlclf, declaring 
he was always ready and w— to exerciſe his Miniſtry 
if the Rabble would. have ſuffered him, and allowed 
him acceſs to his Church, and therefore the fault did 
not lie at his door. Upon this he was blamed for ſpeak- 
ing — of the Rabble who were ſaid to be 
the neceſ/ary Preliminaries to the Government both of Church 
and State, and from that they would have been infer- 
ing his ſecret diſafteftion to both, The Presbytery were 
forced to vindicate him from all amputation of Scandal, 
and for a mark of their ſingular and extraordinary fayour, 
they ſaid they would give him recommendatory Letters 
to put him in capacity of being elected Miniſter of ano- 
ther Pariſh 3 but ſtill they urg'd his quitting of that of 
Kirkliſton: and when he perceived that they had firmly 
reſolved to declare his Church vacant to gratifhe the Rabble, 
and ſome few other unreaſonable Perlons who were dif- 
ſatisfied with him, he. appealled from them to the King, 
and the next lawfully called general Affembly. This be- 
ing the Tcnor of his Appeal, many of the Aſſembly ſpake 
againſt the receiving or ſuſtaining it, allecging that It was 
not to them he appealed, for his expre did imply 
that this Aſſembly was not lawfully called, ſeeing it was 
called before he appealed, and yet he made no parti- 
cular reference to it. Beſides, faid they, it's clear he 
means an Epiſcopal Aflembly by his appealing to the King 

joyney 
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joyntly with the Aſſembly; for theſe rSogaſags da 
rcn, 


make the King the Head of the Chu whereas we 
cannot own any ſuch thing, My Lord Arbruchel deſired 
the Allembly tro be favourable to him, for -he knew him 
to be well affefted to the Government, and that he had 
ſ.rved the King abroad for the ſpace of ſeven Years. To 
which one replyed, That be was as well paid for .it be 
ſerved him for Wages, and ſo would he have done the Turk 
too, They were much irritated by his going to London 
to repreſent their Proceedings, and to clamour againſt 
themz Every Man took occalion to vent his paſſion and. 
pique at. himz ſome ſaid he was Scandalous, and called 
him a Drunkard and Swearer; ſome called him one thing, 
and ſome another, and one ſaid he ſhould be depoſed be- 
cauſe he was a proud, ſtubborn and infolent Fellow. The 
Commiſſioner apprehending there would be little Juſtice 
where there was ſo much pique and- prejudice, defired' 
the Moderator to delay the Afﬀair, and to allow the young; 
Man time to appear and anfwer for bimſelf :. but the Mo. 
derator replied, That it was beſt to proceed now, and. 
more for the young Man's Reputation, for if he were 
preſent they would be obliged to take notice of - ſome: 
Crimes, and Scandals which now they would paſs over 
without inquiring into them, forgetting that the Presby.. 
tery had acquitted him of all ſuch Guilt, and that he 
himſelf had given him a good Teſtimony when the Aﬀair 
was firſt brought bcfore the Afﬀembly, Tbe Commiſli- 
oner (till urging that they would deal tenderly and gent- 
ly with himy Indeed (replied the Moderator) Tour Grace. 
ſhall find that we will uſe great tenderneſs towards the Young, 
| Man, and pe ſhall be very diſcreet, for we (hall only take his 
Kirk from him, which they did immediately. So that you. 
have a Sample of the Presbyterian Tenderneſs, which TI. 
think is very near a Kin to the tender Mercies of the. 
Wicked, which Solomon declareth to be cruel 5 for when. 
they deprive one of his Livelihood and Good-name, they 


' 


(46) | 
call it Tenderneſs; and if it be fo, I pray God ſave us 
from their Cruelty. 


Except theſe four, I heard of no other Procefſes where. 
im the Epiſcopal Clergy were concerned, that were revi- 
fed and diſcuſſed before the Aſſembly, -there were mdeed 
one or two more mentioned, by the Intereſt made by the 

; Perſons concerned : || As the Buſineſs of Mr. Ze. 
ES riot in Dalkeith, and Mr. Wood in Dymbar, but 
they with the reſt were referred back to par- 

ticular Synods and Presbyteries. 


All this while the Presbyterians had been intent upon 
the emptying of Churches, now at laſt they began'to con- 
ſider how Churches ſhould be filled, and Vacancies ſup- 
plied. They wanted Labourers for their Harveſt, and 
therefore they firſt paſſed an At, For calling home” ſach 
of their Party as were ſerving in other places abroad ; 
and appointed the drawing up, and direQing of Lerrers 
for acquainting thoſe in Folland particularly with the 
Mind of the Aſſembly and the Neceflity of che Church : 
Fr happened that of theſe who were ſpoken of, one was 
dead, and another detained Priſoner in Dzankirk, Where- 


| fore one ſaid at the reading of the Letter, That the AC- 


ſembly needed the Power of Miracles, for bringing” back 
the one, and that. they ought to addreſs to the French 
King.to obtain the other, In the next place for the en- 


crealing the namber of the Brethren, they appomted ſome 


to ſearch our, and'to give in Liſts of ſuch as Were thought 
fit to be called to the Miniſtry. And indeed they may 
come” to have enough of them, by the Meaſures and Me> 
thods which "they lay down and follow 5 but they art 
not like to have many learned and knowing men; for 
they ſet light of Learning and Knowledg, and do often 
ran it down: Zeal for the Good Canſe is the chief Qualifi- 
cation, and ſerves inſtead of Learning and other Accomm | 
| pliſhments. , 
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pliſhments, The Epicopel Candidates are thought as 
dangerous as thoſe who are aftually in Office: Therefore 
inſtead of theſe who have been ſeveral years fitting them- 
ſelves for the holy Miniſtry by proper and uſeful Stu- 
dies, they are putting others upon the Deſign who never 
ſtudied at all, neither have any competent meaſure of 
Learning for it. Brewers and illiterate Tradeſmen are ſct- 
ting up to be Miniſters, Not to trouble you with o- 
ther Inſtances x; . one Ruſſel a Coalgrieve in Fife is made 
Miniſter at Kennaway : What Talent of Learning he has 
your may eaſily gueſs, when you may underſtand that he 
is altogether ignorant of the Latine: When he was paſling 
his Tryals before the Profbreny, they according to their 
Cuſtom preſcribed him a Latine Exerciſe in ſome Head 
of Divinity, which he earneſtly declined; and when they 
would needs keep up the Formality , he complained for 
obliging bim to pray and preach in an unknown Tongue : 
Having miſerably bungled through the Diſcourſe, when 
it came to the Diſputes, Mr. Mitchel at Leſlie propoſed 
an Argument by way 'of Enthymema, and he denyed the 
Major, having been at pairs to conn the Terms Major 
jour Minor betore he came there, and his Inſtrufter ha 
ving forgot to tell him the diffefent ways of Argumen- 
tation: Then Mr, Mitchel putting his Terms in the or- 
dinary form of an Hypothetick Syllogiſa, fancying he 
might underſtand that : When the Syllogiſm was repeat- 
ed he fajd to the Proponent explica terminos Minoris , 
which was Sed verum privs. Having gotten this Speci- 
men of his Learning, the Presbytery acknowledged that 
he indeed wanted Gifts, but. he had Grace , and that 
was ſufficient z and therefore they approved of him and 
received him .into the Miniſtry. Mr. Ruſt hearing that 
he was ſo much upbraided with Ignorance, to wipe off 
that Stain, he offered to make ſome Oſtentation_ of 
Learning in a Sermon, by the Repetition of a Latine Verſe. 
The Verſe he cholg was this. common -one 5 Regis ad 


Exemplum 


/ 
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Exemplum, &-c. But alaſs, the Way he took to fave 


his Reputation ruined it for evcr, for he blundered 
It thus, 


Regos ad Exemplas totis componitur orbog. 
j 


And as their Clergy are at preſent without Learn. 
ing, ſo it cannot be expected that their Succeſſors (if 
they ſhall have any ) will be any whit better, ; for they 
have laid our Colleges waſt, driven away our learned 
men, and have not qualified Perſons of their own par- 
ty to put in their places. The Univerſity of S. Ardrew 
is altogether laid waſt , there is neither + Principal nor 
Regent there, and thoſe who have ſucceeded to. the 
Vacancies in the Colleges of Glaſcow and ' Edinburgh are 
known to be Perſons neither skilled in Books, nor any 
part of good and uſeful Learning : So that they are not 
capable of direQing the Studies of the Youth which re- 
ſort thither 3 nor 1s it to be ſuppoſed the Youth will 
much regard their Advices, when 'tis evident that the 


chief of them have need to be put back to learn their 
'Grammar., The Narrowneſs of the Presbyterian Spirit 


is an Enemy to Knowledg, and will obſtruct all Learn- 
ing 3 for they not only count it Impiety to call their 
commonly received Principles into Queltion, but alſo they 
reckon a free and: rational Inquiry into the Grounds 
and Reaſons of them to be very dangerous : They are 
no leſs friends to implicite Faith, than the Church of 
Rome , and do not regard the Advice of S. Peter, whifh . 
is, That we ſhould be ready always to give an Anſmer to 
every man that acketh a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us. 
You may eaſily gueſs how {queamiſh they are about Points 
of Divinity, when they make the Cartefran, and other 
Syſtems of new Philoſophy to be groſs and damnable He- 


xclies. 


. ; SO 
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hat if Presbyterianiſm prevail; all freedom of Spirit, all 
vements of reaſon and knowledge will be its 

the world muſt be condemned again to hedr both in 
Schools and Pulpits impertinent chat, a Clutter Clutter of 


| words and canting phraſes which cannot be underſtood. 


un 
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They are great enemies to Mr, Gregory the Learned Profeſſor 
of Mathematicks in this place, they ſeek by ail means to turn 
him out, and ſay that theſe Sciences are not only uſcleſs but 
| dangerous: and indeed they have reaſon, for they are ao 
friends to ignorance and nonſence their peculiar properties, 
But the want of kindneſs to Mr Gregory, and the Marhemas 
ticks is ſomewhat more excuſable in themz bur that they 
ſhould (light the knowledge of the Hebrew, and other orien- 
tall tongues isa little ſtrange, and cagnot be juſtified —_ 
the right underſtanding ct cheScripture does ſo much depen 
| thereupon. They have thruſt out Mr. Mexander Dougleſ: the 
profeſſor of theſe languages here, whoas he was a gg of a 
' moſt peaceable diſpolition, fo he was an ornament to the So- 
ciety he lived in by his skill and knowledge in thele matters : 
he cannot have a true Succeſſor here, for he hath ſcarce his e- 
qualt.& this Kingdom, nor Perhaps are there many in other 
places who do exceed him in the thing he profeſlerth. But per- 
_aps the Jewiſh Synagogue would have been found {o favour- 
able-for Epiſcopacie, and therefore it is it and wiſely done to 
keep both Clergy & Laity in ignorance of ir. Thcir kindneſs 
for the dead is as ſmal as fr the living & they encourage lear- 
ned books as little as learned men. The trade of books is fallen 
ſo low ſince the Presbyterian reign was ſct up, that our Stari- 
oners arethiaking either to qui theiremployments, or to go 
and liveelſcwhere, for they have not made the reat of their 
thopstheſe two years. The Epiſcopall are not in circum- 
ſtances for buying and the other crave no other books then 
Darham on the Camicles and Revelation, Dickſow and Hutche- | 
ſon, Dyar and Graz, Theſe are their Clafficall Authors and = 
the ſtandard of their learning: and'tis from thoſe that they 
take che heads of their Sermons, and the inftructions which 
they tender the people. Bur = lcarning be not the talcne 
FX 
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of a Presbyterian, yet they have arrogated'to rhemſelves thy 
gifr of preaching ; they have the name of Powertull Soul> 
learchtng-Preachers: whereas the Epilcopall' Miniſters are 
only named dry moral Lecturers, and under this name ſlout- 
ed and abuſec both in' Sermons and prayers. 

So vain were they oft this gift of preaching that for ſome 
time we had a new Sermon publiſhed by them every week; 
they thinking thereby to gain and prolelite the whole nation, 
But the Stratageme tailed them, nay it prov'd to their preju- 
dice ; for thereby peoples curiofiry was diverted from hear- 
ing them inthe Churches,where they ceuld nut expet(t other 
than noiſe and nonſenſe, ſeeing there was ſo much babble & 
un their printed, & conſequently more deliberate diſcourſes. 
An acquaintance of yours hath made a rare ColleQion of 
notes ot their Sermons both printed and unprinted.To, which 
ITeter you for inſtances to prove the truth of what I have been 


” laying: Thelaſt Sermon that was publiſhed came forth the 


firſt week of the Aſs. The Author is one Mr. Fames Clark 
who preached in the meeting houle at Dumber. It was a Ser- 


mon ad Clerum; preached, as was jaid, at the ordinak n 


Parſon oi Old-Hamftocks, which being an extraordina - 
ion, {ymething berter then ordinary ,was expected : but there 


never appeared a more filly and empty diſcourſe, nor is ir 


poſſible that you can conceive: fo meanly of ir, as it deſerves; _ 


It was even far below Mr. Andrew Gray's Sermons. The very 
Presbyteriens whoſe guſt craves no fine things, were aſhamed 


” of it. My Lord Crawford to excuſe it laid the. blame on the 


Printer and complained of him at che Council|-Table, for of- 
fering to publiſh it without a Licenſe, alledging allo that it 
was without the Authors conſent, and that'the Copy was an 
imperfect uncorrett one, which ſome ignorant or malicious 
perſon had taken from the Authors Mouth: Bur when the 
Printer was examined, he produced an Aurhentick copy from 
the Author himſelf, and declared that he reviſed the ſheets 
as they came from the Preſs, {o the Printer was free of the 
faults that were in it, and they could beonly charged on Mr. 


"Clark, who it's believed ſhew'd all rhe learning and eloquence 
\ hewas Maſter of, | 


But 


F 


P, 


(51) 


But it-isfit now we return to the Aſs. and 


ve you a0 ac. 


«count of what as they paſs'd for reg ulating the diſcipline of 


the Church for the future. The firft of this kinde and the 


firſt alſo of any other that paſſed in the Aſs.was an ARt againſt 


marriages without publick | aapnanr eee as alſo againft 
the private adayiniſtration of the two Sacraments, Baptilme |, 
and the Lords hupper. Mr. Gilbert Rule preſs'd chat the Sa- 
crament of Baktiſme might not at all be adminiſtred -but in 
publick 4az4 «fs mon, «nd called the private adminiſtration 
not only Superſtitioudbut allo Sorcerie and Charming, and ſaid 
ferther that the ſame yas contrary to Scripture and Antiquity. 
Mr Kirkton took himpep brickly and ſaid that was diſputable, that 
he could buckle him, or any min upon that point but would not debate 
it wow. He added jHMart by their rigorous impoſition of indifferend 
things be bad loſt ffue men of conftderable note the laſt week, And 
concluded thoAbere were a thouſand atFs againſt it, he wonld rather 
Baptize in private thew  ufer the Children to go to the Curates. 
ighland Miniſters craved that they might not be ly- 
Latt becauſe it was impoſlible ro bring all the Chil- 
dren of their pariſhes to che Kirks by reaſon of the vaſt di- 
ſtance ſome of their people lived at from them ; but whether 


' they intend to give a diſpenſation was .not expreſſed. The 


Moderator to exouſe their own praiſes heretofore ſaid, 
there mes a diſt tuition both of times and places, for, ſaid he, in times 
of Perſecution I think an honeſt Minifter riding 03 the ivay, may go 
ento 4 mans houſe, Baptize « Bairn and come out and take his horſe 
az4in. Thy while they were under reſtraint, they made no 
Scruple of baptizing privately the children of thoſe of their 
own perſwalion, yet now they refuſe to baptize any except 
an publick ; nor will they do it but when there isa Sermon: . 
and they are {o ſtrit upon the point that they ſuffer the.chil- 
dren ta dye rather then (lacken their rigour. In the Countr 

the benefit of Baptiſme can be only had on Sundays beaauſe 
then only there is preaching ; and if Children cannot live ſo 
long they muſt take their hazard of departing without thar 
ſign and Seal of their Salvation: I know a Pariſh where two 
or three perſons importuned Jo Miniſter to baprize their . 
.G 2 
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- Children publickly or privately as he pleaſcd : bur he peremp- 
rorily refuſed to do it on a week-day, tho' chiey who intended 
to have been preſent at the baptilſme would have made a 
competent number for an ordinary. Country Sermon, and 
before'Sunday rwoofthe Children dyed: we had lately in 
this Cicy a more notable inſtance cfthe ſtiffneſs of their hu- 
mour in this particular. A Certain Citizen deligned to have 
his child baptized on a week day arche_ordinary time of Ser- 
mon: he with the Goſſips came in time enough to the Church, 
but becauſe the child was brought in abour rhe cloſe of the 
Sermon, neither Mr. Xennedy who preachied, nor Mr, Zrs+ 
kine the Miniftcr of the pariſh could be prevailed with to ad> 
miniſter the Sacrament to the Infant, but rhey caufed it tobe 
carried home again wirhout baptilm. The peopre generally 
take this very ull, and are very much difpleaſed with the 
Presbyterian Miniſters on this account. Wherefore to Juſtj: 
fy themſelves, they frequently prezch againſt the neceffity of 
Bapriſin, and to calk otitasific were an orcioance neither 
neceiTiry nor much to be regarded,and do account the efteem 
and value which is ordinarily put upon it, and earneſt deſires 
the people have after it, to be the dregs and __ of Popery 
among us, When a\child was brought to Mr. Airktozhe took 
veeaſtzn to ſhew the Superſtitſon of that Ceremony, and ſaid 
to ths People, you think it (ſary to have your Children 
Bapcized, bur [ tell you (laid he ) I kaow a good Godly Minis 
iter who lived cill he was fourſcore that: was never Baptized 
all his lite time. 


In the next plact, they renewed an At of a Generall Af- . 


ſembly appointing Pedagogues, Chaplains, Preachers, and 
Students to take and ſubſcribe the Confefli5n of faith ; and 


further. they Commiſſionated ſome to draw vp a liſt of all 


theſe afts of Allemblics which were fit ro to be oblerved and . 


putio uſe,wherein they acted mat pager for tho' ic be 
well kaown that they receive all the aQs of Aſſemblies as if 
they were Scripture, and pay no leſs regard to them; yet'be- 
cauſe ſome of theſe incroach upon the power of the Civil 
Magiſtrate , Therefore to prevent the Jealvuſics of the King 


they. 
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they would not make a'gensrall Att ratifyingand 
them in C»mulo, nor yet would they condemn pr | 
of them. But they enforced ſuch as were proper and fajrable | 


tothe pref: nt {tare of affairs, and waved the declaration, of 


CT. 


their ſentiments concerning the reſt. _ 
Fourthly, becauſe che Afs. - could not (it fo longas was 
neceſſary to determine a!l particulars and to give rules and 
mealures for the letling of the Church in this junQuure, agr 
was it fit it ſhould doit ; Therefore they refolyed to chule 
a Committee who might ſir after the diſſolution of the Als . 
who ſhould have tull and Supream Power to AQt inalt things 
that-related to the Church. It's ſaid, that this overture was 
firſt made by the Moderate men, who thought by this means 
to reduce affairs toa better remper then the Aſs. was liketo 
do, by reaſon of the many rigid and indiſcreet men: who 
were in it, Theretore [ix were propoled to be a partof this 
Committee, and to name the other Perſons of whom the 
Committee {ſhould conjitt. Fourvf theſe fix went under the 
Charatter of Modcrace men, the other two were of another 
temper, and were joyned to them on purpole to prevent 
{uſpition : Bute the High flown Brethren ſoon ſmell'd our 
the defign, and the: efore they firſt Voted ewo more of their 
own ice, and becauſe that only purtthem in equilibrio, they 
again got four more to be added, ſo that they were double 
the number of the other, and by this means the Committee 
conhfted molt part of the. (triteſt and moſt rigid Presbyte- 
rians, Their Names are a* follow, 6 4 


For the South. 


| Miniſters. | 
Tohn Feith. William Frokine George Campbell - 
Gab. Simple Willam Heir Tames Lawurce 
Gilbert Rule Alex. Pitcairn Archibald Hamilton 
M. Tames Kirkton M. Richard Howiſon M." Patrick, Pegcoc 
Fobn Spaliing TFames Veitch Rob. Dun 


Michael Brice Patrick Simpſon TFohn B ine' 
Gab. Cuningbeame Mathew Crawford William _ | 
| | "Tos «trick 


% 


a" 


- 
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"Patrick Vemier Neil Gitleff Hilliam Fivks 6 
* M. Fobu Hutchiſon M. Andrew Morton M. David Blais / 
William Eccles Thomas Forreſter Sammel Nairg 
: | Elders. - 
Earle of Crawford Sir Jobs Hall - Coltneſi , 
- Fatrle Sutherland © Sir James Riddel Glanderſton- : 
Piſe. of Arburthnuet Balife Muir Lairds Jammington ( Air , 
' Le. Hallcraig Balife Macklurg Tobn Muir provoſt of r 
Laird of Ormeſtone George Stirling Hamilton of G range . 
For the North. | : 
Miniſters. - ( 
Fohbn Law William Ze get Tames Rymry ; 
Hugh Kennedy Robert Rule Thomas Rniſay c 
M. Wi8. Crighton M. James Frazer M. Robert Toeung 6-4 
Fohn Anderſon Geo. Meldrum W illiem Alack , { 
Alex. Forbes Edward Fenuſon Anarew Byey 
Elders. | | 

7a. Ardbrachill Namnghton Tewchate | 

Green know Meogins 


P*Y «as 


Afterwards it being repreſented that the Viſitors for the 
North were too few, there were added theſe following 
Miniſters. | 
Tames Stewart Hugh Anderſon Arthur Muchel 
James Urquhart HVilkim Maichzsy William Ramſay 
M. Alex. Dumber M. Halter Denune M. Francs Metvil ; 
Alex. Frazer Geo, Melarunnat Glafſe Fobn Maccullork | * 


Thomas Hog 
Elders. 
Brodie Colloden Sir George Monro Embo 
Grant Dalfolly Sir David Frazer 
"Grange Dumber Parkhay M. Tohz Campbell of Moye 
Eight Sr Fohn Monro | 


This Committee was appoinred to keep quarterly Seſfions 
VIZ. on the third Wedneſday of Jannary, and the third HFed-! 
neſary bt April, and to appoint afterwards their meetings as 
ofren-as they ſhall think tic. Thar a 'Q07#» fhould be ten 
Miniſters.and hve ruling-Elders, and they pada xo - Fr 

| cnloore _ 


Ll 


- - _ 
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chooſe their own Moderator, and Clerk. The InſtruQtions -» 

prepared for -them by the Commirtree for overcures, were - 

firſt read and debated on Ther/Yay before the Afs. rol, but 

they were not agreed to ril! the F vefda theres frer. On Mundy 

they were read with fomz alterations : bur Mr. Airkton and a 

great many more adhered to the exceptions which they © _ — 

made at the firſt Reading, and ſaid, tharrhe Akerations were 

not conſiderable. He alledged allo, thar-what was then read 

was not a true Copy of that which the Commitece had 
reed 'to, and ok r.d to the Moderator a true double 

of it, but the Moderator refuſed it, faying, he knew 

nothing of the matter : and becauſe the Als. was-not liketo 

come to an agreement at that time, therefore the matter was 

referred back ag1in toche Committee, and all who hatl any 

thing to lay ab zut ic were appointed roattend them. The next 

day 1t was brought back againto rhe AG. and concluged ; Mr. 

Kirkton and ſome others who prelſs'd alcerations being abſent. 

To fatisfy your,and my own curioſity I uſed means to procure 

a Copy of the inſtru-tions, and got them with ſome difficul- 

ty which I here {et down. 


Inſtrutions for the Commuttee or Commiſſion of the Kirk. 


U 
—_— 


Firſt, they areto take into their Cognizance all references 
and appeals not diſcuſYgd in the Aſſzmbly and ſuch matrers 
as have been tated before the Als. and referred torhem, and 
to diſeuſs and derermine the famine. WI 
Secondly, they are to give their advice to all Synodsand 
Preshyteries when required, and tho? not required, yet upon 
information of any irregularity or precipitancy of 'proceed- 
ings tr Presbyrerics they are to incerpole their advice for fiſt. 
i1ag proceſſes till the next Synod or Als. *+ 
When this 24. Article was read, ſome asked if the CommiÞ6 
fion had power to call before themſelves any buſineſs,” and:ro 
take the fame out of the hands of Presbyteries. T& which 
the' Moderator anſwered, no : but they are only to give their -,,, 
advice, and faid he, I rhink -a0 Presbytery will-retuſe it, 
S which - 


| (56) | 
» which iſ they dog it muſt be Cum periculo, 20d-the Church of 
Scorland will be free from any. impuration of their aQtings. 

Thirdly, they are to have power to viſit all Miniſters ic 
Presbyteries as well. Presbyterian as others. | 

Fourthly, they are to purge out of the Church all who up- 
en due tryall (ball be found inſufficient, Scandalous, Errone» 
ous Or ſupinely nepligent. 

It was n.ow. þ Int the words /upinely negligent might be 
lefrout, but the/ſame was refuſed. 

Fitthly, they are to be carefull that none be admitted by 
them to Miniſterial Communion,or tv a ſhare in the Govern- 
ment, but ſuch as upon due tryall ( tor which the viſicors ſhall 
take a'competent time ){hall be found to be Orthodox in their 
douarine, of competent abilities, having a pious, Godly and 
peaccable Converſation 1 becometh a Minifter of the Gof- 


pel, of anc<dilying gift,angd whom the TCormmiſſion ſhall have 
grouud to believe will be fauhtuill ro Gd and the Govern- 
ment, and diligent in the diſcharge of their Miniſterial duty, 
and that all who ſhall be admirtcd tothe Miniſtry or ſhall be 
Teccived intoa ſhare of the Covernment ſhall be obliged io 
own and ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith;and to proſels 
theirſubmiſhon and willingneſs to-joyn and cancur warh the 
Presbyterian Church-Governmeart. 

At firſtit was Presbyterian communion, and only faithful 
to the Government. Mr. Xzrkton ſaid that this Article wasa 
matter of very great conſequence,aid dcLred it might be well 
conlidered, for in hoc wertitur fortuna Scotia, and complained 
that there was notone word of the Scandal of conforming, 
which he ſaid was the greateſt of all Scandols. Mr. Frazer of 
Braepropoled that the clauſe of repzntance might be inlerred; 
The Moderator an{wered, that in effect it was there already, 
if they look'r upon the Commiſſioners as diſcreet and Judi 
cious mens for ſo (laid he ; they will adimirt none without re- 
pentance, for without that they cannot, have ground to be- 
lieve that ever they.will be faithfull cothe Government, Mr, 

«<6 Kirkton replyed, that they, could. never be ſure of Epiſcopall 
- Niniſters, for many of them (tays be ) has changed three op 


f | ſour 


. 
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' foor timeAAalready, and they will do it atevery turn: Mr. William | 
' Weir moved that they might be obliged co declare that they ſhould 
| - neither by advice nor any other way endeavour the alteration 
« of the Presbyterian Government. Leo: At. 
i Sixthly, that they be very Cautious in receiving in Informati-. 
| ons,and form Libels againſt che late Conf and preſent. 
Jacombents, and that they proceed in the matter of cenſure very _ 
4 : deliberately, ſo as chat none may have juſt cauſe tocomplain of 
their rigidity, yet ſo as to omit no means of information, and that , 
y they Thall not proceed to ceaſure but upon relevant Libels and; 
- | ſuficicnt probations. A 
d Seveathly, that this Commiſſion do not meddle in publickat-, 

n fairs or ia any thing not exe intheir Commiſſion, which ws 
d hereby declared to be given,thenx iz bun fnem only &* propreſents. 
. Ecco flarnm | Was 
4 Eigthly, they ſhall be anſwerable, and cenſurable by the next 
4 Geanerall Aſſembly, and ſhall conrinue till the firſt of Nov. acxt, 
| if there be no Generzll Als. before that time, ths 
< By cheſc Iaſtructions it appears that the Commuttee was main}. 
o ly deſigned againſt the Epiſcopal Clergy, who asyet kept their. 
s laces anle of their compliance with the Civil itt aaa. | 
c resbyterians can never be brought to have true kindneſs for E- 

piſcopal Miniſters had they never lo many recommendations far 
il their parts, piety, or their Intereſt in the favour of Bp, | 

2 on all occaſions they do draw back from them, and do refuſe to 
I concur with them in advancing even the Common ends of Reli- | 
C gion and truth. And at this time they not only had an averſion te 
£ them on the account of their different principles, but alſorh 
if were afraid to reccive them into their communion, and eſpecial | 
; ly into a fhare of the Government, becauſe the Epiſcopal Cle 
2» was double their number, and therefore it was A to; 

: mit them, leſt by the plurality of their number on lome fit occaſi- 
2 on they ſhould forge a change of the Government. They coolider-+ 
_- ed that the Compliance and ſubmiſſion co Presbyterian Govern- | 

: ment, which ſuch would give at this time, would not be free 

willing, but only out of a necefficy to ſerve the preſent Turn nll | 
, they ſhould be better ſtated : Wherefore cither to-zevenge them-. 


H ſelves 


38} (58) | 
{ves updn the Fhemies of thei Govt itdortt!! or the? Velterre ſeo 
cure it, irwasfrom 'the fm relolvedivpon'tblay afide 'all'E> 
v 


piſcopal'Minifters;unte{s they evidently teftified achangeof mind! 


as.well as of outward behaviour.”-BurHbw I this wasthe- 
difficulty, for adiretAQYoriMis woulP miſty their deſign” plata 
andthew their malice bareFac'd, it womld enctreale the Clamours® 
andPrejudices of the people, nor could the ſtate in Equity ſufferir, 
to-paſs. The only expedicnt then, was, tv do ir by fome indire& 
by-blow, by putting ſometthmgrothem'which' they could nt 80'%;- 
& by thismeansrender then Iyablero thelt cenſures, of WhIbH, 7H? 
theydid, would proſtitute their reputation wich thepeople,&rurn* 
them odious as men of no Principles, Honeſty,or Stedfaftneſs. And 
as they envyed them their reputation and favour, ſothey thought* 
if they 60uld bring them to fNfbir rhat;/ there woutd'be titled." 
fculty in turning them our, neigher nzeded they fear tHethoing of 
' iravoccaſioh offered; Tt was obſerved thatthe Falts-formert, 4p- 
pointed wenrill away withrhe&Epiſcopal Clergy ; ſome Minifters 
would not obſerve them at att, brhers would not read the Fr 
. mation vpparing them; beeauſe'of ſome, itifihuzrivns whichfre-, 
fefted on Epiſcopacy, an | 
a pr Gini, er cenſured rhboſewho reat& obſerved theſime. / 
" "Another Faſt rherefore mvre-plain and pyrricufar thenthe for- 
mer was thouphit'the fitteſt Srraragern for procuring.the ruine of 
the'Epilto uf Etdrpy, The ntqtion way tro ſooner prapofed. hen 
entertained, and a Cummmitce ppoinre ft the drawing vpthe 
reaſons of it; which were publickly read ini the Anon 'ovemb. 
11th. When the Clerk hat! done, the Moderatbr faid, Brethren, rhis 
* # Srvoury Paper, Indted ey t Savoury Paper; antt worthy to be 
heard over 49409. After a ſecorj Teating; Mt Frazer of ##de asked 
who was t obſerve theſame; whether Prezbyrerian Miniſters or 
Curates alſo. Brother, ſaid the Moderator, that is nor timely ſtated, 
| for we miſt firſt conſiler the thinz, and conctude' rhat, and then we ſball 
conſider the perſons who ſhall obſerve it. Ochers ſaid, that what Mr. 
Frazer hadpropoſed-ought firlt tobe conſidered, When they had 
for ſome time exerciſed their wit abour the reaſons of rhe Faſt,and 
the way of wording it, the Moderator ask'd the Commiſſioner if 
His Oracc had any thing to fay about it, whoanſwered, yes, and 
bf whe | | theretore 


; and rtioſe whio' complyed with it; anttfe-* 


h_ 
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" Thaveſhiae you —— of Outaaihaginiey the Civil Sand. 
'onjto it procured Lord 's meAns;.80d  Fide the lat” 
-I-defireyou to rake Notice ,ob-che, Cloſeot it where ,Pr% 
the 0 ion:of:the Faſt- -15-Urged:our:of ſear of Ron | 


. aod-after.that.is ſubjoyacd the highefk. perils from whiah - 
hoy aid vas like the Proclamations of ane- Borthwick gnome” . 
be qi this City, which were wout to be. under the | 
ad fourty Pound, beſides. The mentioning of vow 0 
hopes of gecing gut heel a.paſſpge of che Printe?,; Soon in 
getting gaig, thereby Petitiogcd ithe Af, far thegifr, of ' 
ihing their Afts. . Mrs, Axd?rſon claim'd the priviledge by .\ 


jen ofa gi ak from the King to printall publick. Ads and, Procla-: | 


withall ſhe might have deſerved ſucha favour. from «| 


. ations; a 
OnIgr a hereſy oured their Partyy, andallowed. | 
of her. Preſs;fgnpubliſhing, their. Pawphlets, and-e--- 


ven Ch as dur not bs w apoblihigs "But cither., becanſe they . ) 
Þ wag have. 4 ;Ngoeer of the: &; own.diſtinQ from4he. Kings, 9r : 


gol ES: CW. eo binfogh $,to her, who had ns 
ME Reign by, printing, thels Gafull 
it 2h theſe Rea pie CO 
9k 4,1. 0n.Grarge Moſman van Tat | To 
© ja his Petitip tha rut onTIya WAyS.A true friend to. their - 
deere, —— A. vortos the Cauſe., And. it's true he was.c- 
wn } bac, what. hy Ef rinns werg 25a k poll i F 
of + aunly, re Fog haarny 4 at Edeabur 
- nedome of F300! 8 by he is became hy 
' Other men ole IGG. erin ut they gain.by, 
. inchis life, So-Mr; Fohuf die Joy Thouſand pound Sterling 
. rich wbq was-not-w 
| charge, Tho” Mrs: 4x fon. was,repulſct by. theflkges hy would 
not give over, but. nexe. tried her Intereſt with the. 


uncill, that 


at leaft ſhe'mi * have the printing; of thoſe” As: which had the Civil + | 


SanQtion adde em,they being comprehended witkin her gift.Crawfyrd 
who thinks all this of rhe Prnorariegs ſhould be like the Laws of the 
' Medes and Pefjmany froodup: for» Moſman, others ppnend Mrs. Anderſon: 
right, it not being. by yo one of the Conncill{ far- 

way thor 


rs. * $ | 


forty orfifcy pgund, when, he laſs * 
fel 


efyofthe- Aſs. to take -* 
right 3K ' cn (re GAIT 44g j 
TRAC. * 
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and Mafmen, 
nee co the þ 4 
My Lord Cy the firſt no 
FEE. oh hk Giriliey t6 Led I I 
were obliged in 
fo Mrs Anderſox carried = * 
I believe I may ne wearled you with the length of my Letter, 
E trave pardon only to add two or chree particulars more, and I 
ſhall'eloſe he firſt was, their appointing - ariſwer to be made 
\ tb the primed accounts of rhe perſecution E | | 
y inthis Kingdom. 'At the generall ardting it was on Mr. | 
f orhinn who declin'd it. Then it was recommended: ro-Mr; AMlex- 
ander Pitceirine who did nothing in it, He excuſed himſelf before 
the Afs..in that he kgew not the” marrers of fact ny TO 
formation'was not ſent him. The Als. ordered hirt-againe eo) 
in it,and appointed Mr Guberr Rave, and ſome others xo aff him 
in the work, and _— all the members to furniſh them-winh 
Ipftrutions proper for it. Mr. \Me/d/um ina S:rmon before 
"'Als,offered toJ altify the barbarities of the Rabvle; and the ill u- 
' ſage whigh the Epiſbopal Clergy mer with, pledging char their 
err6rs, vices and [candals deferve no better þ the peoples hands : 
Bur what Juſttfication & defence will de'by thoſe who are 
appvintedtodo it, in name ofthe Afs. I dofnot «Lharyg but chisT 
- atm confident, that'they will never: pr ny- material-gireum- 


tr 1fance in- matter 'of fat ro be falfe;-- ' 
| A Second particular-Tam ti mrks' you acquainted ame. 
was 


© A for taking ofthelemencnof depoſitions w hiah was pronoun 

ced againſt ſome Miniſters; eſpecially rhofe of the Remonſtrators 

Bo £99 1660! 1told you before that it had bee te arthe 
era 


ieeting, bur was then haid aſide by reaſon ofthe miflekes 

like ro #448 kmongrhe:Brethyen abontict: Now the'Mo- 

© derator: whe we contormet iv the buſineſs findiag-him- 

ſelf x little betrer Rated madeunov «tothe Aſi. 

* it-was- NN heprieÞ wee more cali ,—— 

way/of a fueprize: 'Breiobres; he, 

: his habuppy differtners amowg us; which FT 

A  preverd ty infer? "the ſqpdexie of depifirion ud 


vt 9 i 


wana —_—_ TY 
2017 think t Fr before oe pate, that this}intenie be revoked; thi arws © 
a wa ble fk \be-4 alike fhatid. Mt, Gitbers Ute 
- eplied, that he judggd itrbetrex tp/bury-thefe,mattersjn oblivion, | 
tzhat they-could,not; pals.4 genvrail ab for-repomng thele,men 
without re-examinipg; their proceſſes, whichiwas goways he. 
perhaps they would not: be found all alike, for ſome might, be de- 
_ Ipaſed for $candall and ather, Crimes, and got Qaly for theſe wg- | 
| ycheatsand difigregges.(the Moderatoranſwered YH 
, -thryyhere.is 1ome ed' of condeſcending on particulars, andd belic 
- PMU tbe found al </jke,and thet they ere all very honeſt menthys are tav- 
. .serned; /S0, henamed:Mr,1/Kier and ſome. others, and amangube | 
 xebigſelfimche-third, perſons laying, Theres is one Afr. Hugh | 
- Kennedy, thew Frearrans gon krnall well e  eloperhag 2 
MSPs 


nd edtheſentenceotdepolivien lying ipanaheſeper 
cmade yoid,and they declared.\c0. betrue and-lawiall Min Fry. | 
.r/And;herein: truly the-Maderators wit fail's him; for ipitgad. of 
»Jighting himſelfwhich he.dofigned,he-raifed objettions aga) 
-þim{elt which otherwiſe woulf have been (hg 167g is , 
AQ brought av.indelible talk; beth upon his.0% a/publick Mijat- 
- ſtry-theſe two thnes.yeare,} andable upon! thepreſent hae 
-the Moderator-and many idf iesmembers were both jlegally, and 
4 Canonically-ingapable;Now'that they hear :this, th pretend, 3» 


inſt ] 
his © 


. thekentenes: was takep aff formerly; and rhataibe Afs, only ratify» 
. edand confirmed what was forgieglydottgin.thele mens fayour, | 
and hay it waspſody co vaufy inthe tuſt Generel! Als,theActs of 

- inferioun Judicagories,; Nutas they gannatinfance the 41me por 
; the meeting i0- hich uhele/perſons were repored, fo they gever 
> (hack iny: progea gr/lavored-meeting for ſuch arbulinels, till che Ln- 
: dulpance/grapei by grins. and: we never beard. ito. myth 
.-Av propoſed beboxe in gayſoh theitayowed mectings;rili.che laſt ge- 
«Batal orcas Nes hlready dedaces-3140d-eighes pbe lemence. lyzgg 


vitpodthefſe per fons: Was-yaldernotsLfjti wagpotghen what ivy; ed- 
£4 deve rooting! of in.by-anAQizet xhe(Genepall Afs. 
+a W heanthd Aſs) aprReovel: 


"oy ; AY 2 n- 
turnations..ogbe delOintined government Higharawn z 1 


"are wed. fck the meanbers and al: of 
ce ar t, whatever baba ay et as HOON 


theſe 
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| Jealouſy of, bis coadut. or faithfullfeſs' | 
atifyortiers whs might have had particilir deſiggs of rheir 'ownr'” 
d by Mr.Ca/fair;, and gave the Euployment to Mr: Gilbere Rite” 
Blair.” Tac firſt I have oftea had occalion ro” mention; the” 

x tn8ering_ houſe here ;, hey ſaid to be-flot'ſo courſe bn 
ſomethiag betcer Poliſhed than other commbn Prevbyteriany * "Heir 
| to Mr. Robert Blair Miniſter at St. Andrews, who was firn>ts for 
, things bur eſpecially his Civility to Ki 1g Charles the 2d. when he made him 
a Viſtt at his own houſe. Mr. Blair when the Klng came in was fitting in 
a Chair, and it ſeems at the time under a b:CGily inficmity which both kept 
4 him from riſing _-_ red, ay, M:s. Blair ran to to fetch a Chair to 

14 the King, he ſud, art do not troable elf, be is a young man be 
X dr aw = ts bomp.tt, TE pr Pf, = 
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d At laft I come to the difÞlationof the Aſſembly, which was talked of 
's | feveralldays before, and at:a!ly eonclud:d ani reſolved. upon Nov. 13. - 
f Their lzſt Sederu ; was io the afternoon, and continued till it was night. 
r There they debated the calling,of another, &(s, 'an1 the time of its ſitting z 
Tr ſome were for one moath, ſome were for another, and there were few 
| months of the year but was favonred by' one or other as fitteſt for an Aſs. 
J In the mideſt of theſe debates amnng themſelves, the Commiſſioner (whoſe 


adviſe they never ſought in the affair ) ſtood up and diſſolredthem i 
Kings name, and b7 the ſame Authority called and 'appointed another to 
Pp meeron the firſtof Novr nextro comer rfgr; The xTembly was Sar- 
q prized with this, but it would ſeemthey thonghe not fit to call it inqueſti- 
on, therefore they fabmirted : and all was concluded witha prayer and 
Pſalm : The Palm they Sang was the 133, 34 
Thuz ended our famous Aſſembly: an account whereof 1 have given , + 
on as fully and exictly as 1 conld : I wasnot overhaſty to believe any in- - 
ormation till I found it coafirmed by two or- three others : If] be mi- - 
- Raken in ſome ſaall circumſtzaces, which-the beſt Hiſtorians may erre inz 
| _-—— Tam 
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t 1 confeſs lowr p theerrourand . 
the uareaſonableneſs ypocriſy which theſe peopleare guil- | | 
ty of, . who. if you-will take their word for it are the only true Godly, and 
who only have a ſenſe of Religion and the-praQiſe of it : but | am confi- 
dens neither Church nor..Religian will profper till that Spirit bexaſt ou, 
which poſſeſſes. them. I pray God convert them, and let out much. of. his 
Spirit npon them, and all others, that our Land may have peace, and that. 
diviſions of our. Church may be healed ; that our Confuſions may be 
. wholly removed, and order. and good Governtnent reſtored, and that the, 
worſhip of God may - be [duly .and :decently performed as may beſt, 
tend tothe advancement of his Glory, - and the good and Edificatian af the 
Souls of his -peaple, with this -prayer . for the Church, and my hearty. 
wiſhes for your ſelf, [ take-my. leave at this time, ' 
. December 16 g0- 
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munion 3; Mr. Heriat declined him as 
udge in this matter, wherein he borh 
ormed and accuſed 3 which not on- 

ly confiſted. in the k of the 
Gadretry (who had no other Informa- 
tion but his) but which was likewiſe of- 
fered ro be proved by his Oath; yer 
norwithſtanding thereof, againſt all Law, 
Reaſon, and good Order, the Presbyrery 
would not remove him, bur allowed him 
to fit as one of Mr, Heriot's Judges, and 
appointed him one of the Examinarors of 
Witneſſes : and he forgetring that 
ſtation, informed and rampered wich 
ſome of them, and rhreatned orhers, as 
to what they ſhould depone; and the 
Witneſſes being overawed and interrup- 
red in their Examinations, al:@not allow- 
ed ro declare the whole Truch in com- 


plexr matters of FaQt, whereby rhe Ne- 


poſitions may be lame and weak, and car- 
ry a quite contrary meaning of | the 
Truth, of what the Wirnefles offered to 
depone 3 And ſore of the Witneſſes ha- 
ving deſired that they might ſce and read 
ther own Depoſitions before, they ſub- 
ſcribed chem, the ſame was abſolutely 
refuſed, with this Expoſtulation ; What ? 
do you diſtruſt us? and do you queſtion our 
Clerk's honeſty ? And thus they cauſed 
theſe Witneſſes ſubſcribe what was writ- 
ren, ſo that there may be letr our che 
marerial parts of theirDepoſitions;which 
cleared their Miniſter. And not only 
are there ſeveral Articles of the Libel, 
which are not upon theſe Heads,to which 
the Trial of the Regular Clergy is reſtrit- 
ed by AR of Parliament, and which 
are in chem(clves alterius fori, but like- 
wiſe there was an addicional Libel raiſed 
againſt che ſaid Mr. Alezander, and with- 
out any Cication given to him chereupon, 
or Copy, Sight or Notice given to him 
thereof ; Witneſſes are examined, chan 
all which there can be nothing in judicial 
Procedures more Partial, Pernicious, and 


Unjuſt. And Nr. Alexander Heriat haying 
appealed from che rresbyrery rochie Ge- 
neral Afſembly, che Presbytery norwich- 
ſtandipg thereof proceeded, and tound 
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the Libel Valid, and Proved; and, 
therefoce,, and "in" regard of Mr, þ 
rig's Contumacy (as they termed "His 
Appeabco the General Afſcmbly, which 
fat ini 0Fofer laſt ) ſuſpended him 
from the Miniſtry, and referred him for 
turchgr Cenſure rothe General Afembly, 
Bur che General Aﬀembly havikg found 
no Contumacy in the Appeal, they refer- 
red him back again torhe Synod, And 
now the faid Mr, Alexander does again 
Appeal from che Synod, and trom any 
Sencence they ſhall give in-chis Marcer, 
to the next lawful General Afﬀembly, 
and in the mean cime, to Their Majeſtics 
ProteRtion for Juſtice and Relicf, For 
thir Grounds and Reaſons, 

Firſt, There being a Pericion.given in 
by the Hericors and Parochiners of Dal- 
keith ro the Synod, arreſting, the ſaid 
Mr. Alexander his Faithtulneſs 1n the Mi- 
niſtry, and his Inoocency as to the things 
Libelled againſt him; and craving, that 
according to the At of Parliament, the 
Depoſitions of the Wirnefles might be 
made patent, that rhey might be the ber- 
ter Redargued ; yer the Synod ſuffered 
not the ſaid Pericion to be read, 

Secondly, The ſaid Mr. Alexander ha- 
ving repreſenced to che Synod the fore» 
{aid Procedure of che Presbytery againſt 
him,and haying craved that the Depolici- 
ons of che Wicacfles,might be read before 
him, and that be might have a Copy of 
the Adirional Libel, which he had never 
ſeen; and that conform to the AR of 
Parliament, the Depoſitions of the Wit- 
nefles might be made parent to him, co 
the end thac he might have a Copy there- 
of, ro the cffe@& he might the berter 
clear himſelf, trom any ching that may 
ſeem ro be deponed gue him; yer 
notwithſtanding thereof, (and conrrare 
ro Law) the ſame'was alfo'retuſcd by rhe 
Synod, and undoudredly for this Reaſon, 
That the Probation was weak; and miphe 
Rot abide the Light nor Triah, tor V&?- 
14s nm queri: Angulos.. , - Z 

Thirdly, The laid Mr. Alezandey repre- 
ſented rothe Synod, That he was infor 


ed chat one of the Articles deponed a» 


y. others was, That he ſhould have 


f about a Bonfire rhe 1 41h of Oi» 
ber 1688; And that the ſame was che ons 
ly Article proved againſt him, which he 
ioſtancly redargued, for.che ſaid 14:5 
day of  Offobey - 1688 fell upon a Sunday, 
and that the Wirneflcs and whole Inha- 
bicants - of Dalkeith cannor dur declare, 
char there was never Bonfires at Dalbeith 
upon a Sunday, ſo that they deponed 
flallly. Andrhe Dancing about a Bonfire 
being ſo publick an AR, char not only che 
Wienefles that have deponed it, bur like- 
ways many others would have cen it, 
and all the Inhabicanrs of Dal{berth would 
have heard of it; # ic had been true: 
Yer -notwichſtaading thereof, all the 
Neighbours to that Bonfire, and whole 
Inhabicancs of Da{keirh will declare and 
depone, char rhey neicher ſaw nor heard 
of cheir Miniſter dancing art thar, or any 
other Bonfire 3 yer norwirhftanding of 
that clear Convition, and redarguing of 
chat Article, the- Synod had no regard 
therero, «ffirming yn there was no _- 
for. it now, ir being ſo.deponed, i whic 
1s no ochet thing chawes 16 they: had aid, 
thac chey were na conceened tho) it were 
fal, for it was fodeponed 4 and which 
1s {© conſequential to 4 clear and poſitive 
Redarguing, and Lmprobation of the Ar» 
ticle, and- Probaridn .cherebf, chat che 
prejudic of the Sy,god ropro- 
cced againſt the jaid!dirs Alezander upon 
whatever was alleadged; alrho* /wichous 
Probation, or upotaRedargued Probati- 
on, 1z<vidently maniteſt. - / 9 


narrated,” that were Party againſt 
him. and wee furrher demon- 
ſtrace from this, Thar the ſaid | wes 
Alexander Calderwood, ad in 


but like ways debared and reaſoned 
him as his ſo that it could 
got be bur chat chey would do 
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mote when he was removed our of the 
Synod, and tHerefore the ſaid Mr. Alex- 
andey declined the Prevbyrery, and Alex- 
andey Calderwnnd as his Judges, and cra- 
ved char"'cthey mighe nor fit rg judge 
him 3: yer notwirhſtanding thereof, a- 
gainſt all Law and Juſtice, they were noc 

removed. 
gthly. Several Members of the Synod 
interrupted che ſaid Mr. Alexander, while 
he was vindicaring himſelf, 1n che face of 
the Synod, and craving 2 fight of the Ad- 
dirional Libel, and Nepoſicion of che 
Wirnefles ; And cried Bur, That the ſame 
hat be gramed to him, asit every one 


ſhud | ' 
of them had had a Deciſive Voice, and 


which is without Example in any Judica- 
rory, for any of the Judges to inrerrupe 
the Defenders ſpeaking, and co cry our 
their” Opinion, .or rather Sentence, be= 
fore rhe Defender be removed ; and 
which ; diſcovers their Prejudice, 
my and Refolurion of proceeding a- 
gainſt che ſaid Mr. Alexander, alcho' with- 
out juſt cauſe, ' 
6rhly, The Prejudice and deſign of the 
Synods proceeding againſt the ſaid Mr. A- 
lezxaiider, on the 1atd lame, weak; and 
null , "1s evident, in {© far as (e- 
veral Members of their Naniber did 
| _ deal = him co 'demir, or 
that orherways they would depoſe him. 
And vhere is nothingmore certain, than 
char-chey would acyer have Dealer; wich 
Kimv'co .demir, 'if the Probation againſt 
om en a vs ps 
Re Clergy as that chey 
would racher e them for [mmora- 
liries, and Errors in Dodrine;- to ex- 
poſe” chem,” chan ſuffer - chem co De» 
mir, and ger off-withour ſtain, when they 
are-guilry of che fame. Bur Mr. Altzem 
der being Conſcious of his own [nnacen» 


Synod has behaved themiclves moſt par- 
tially, and againſt all Law and Form: 
The (aid Mr. Alexander does therefore 


Proteſt againſt che Synods farther Pro- 
_—_— the ſaid Matrer, and appeals 
from , and from any fencence they 
ſhall give therein, to the next lawful Ge- 
neral Aſſemblie, And to their MAJES- 
TIES ProteQtion, for Juſtice, and Relict 
in the mean time ; And Proteſts, Thar 
the ſaid Libels, and Wirnefſes ith- 
ons taken thereupon, may be 
and nor put our of rhe way, 
Sme (and not Copies thereof) may be 
produced to the next General Aſſembly; 
Or to any their. Mgjeſties ſhall be pleaſed, 
out of rheir Royal Authority, to appoine 
ro conſider the ſame : And that #s the 
faid Mr. Alexander will publiſh and diſperſe 
his Appeal, and kis Anſwers co the firſt 
Libel; Which he only did fee for his 
own Vindication from any fenrence that 
ſhall follow her ; So he 


vindicauon of yo jullley, 
conceive t ve 

which Ag ow hopes 
vindicate his Innocency. 
Mr. Alexander Craves, and 
this his Appeal be 1 
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riſh was invaded, and ſome few (feverals 
of rhem ſcarce worth to be noticed as Re- 
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ACT of the General Aſſembly, anent p Solemn Nationd! Faſt 
. and Humiliation, with the Cauſes thereof. = hy 


At Edinburgh, November 12. 1690. 'Poſtmeridiem, Seſſ. 2x, 


a HE General Aﬀembly, Having 

. taken into their moſt ſerious 

- . Conſideration, the late grear 

and general DefeRion of this Church and 
Kingdom, have thought fir ro Appoint 
a Day of Solemn Humiliation andFaſting, 
for Confeſſion of Sins, and making Sup- 
plication to our Gracious God, to for- 
give and remoye the guilt thereof : In 
order , whereunto, - they have Ordained 
the Confeſſion of Sins, and Cauſes of 
Faſting following, to be duly Intimar and 
Publiſhed; Recommending it moſt ear- 
neſtly to ll perſons, both Miniſters and 
others, r every one of us may nor 
only ſearch and cry our own hearrs and 
ways, and ſtir up our ſelves ro ſeek the 
Lord; Bur alſo in our Stations, and as 
we have acceſs, Deal with ane anorher, 
In all love and renderneſs, to prepare for 


ſo great and neceſſary a Duty, that we cay 


may find mercy in God's fight, and He 


may be graciouſly reconciled ro our Land 
in our Lord Jeſus, and take delight to 
dwell among us. : N. 
Alchough our gracious hath of 
late, _for his own Names gke, wrought 


and Ireland, and for thi 
tion in particular; Y 
.thereof -have cauſe to r 
own evil ways, and to loath themſelves 
io their own fight for their Laiquiries, 
Alas! We, -and our Fathers, our 
Princes, our Paſtors, and People of all 
Ranks have finned,. and have been wnder 
Zreat Tr 
though our gracions God 
kindneſs ro this Land, in ſending the 
Goſpel amongſt us, and afrerward in our 
Reformation from Po Superſticion 
and Tdolatry; and it had 
beyond many Nations, of being after our 


arcHign to this day: For | 
aplgrefiar Seat 


firſt Reformation, ſolemnly devoredunts 
God, borh Prince. and People, yet we 
have dealr treachcrouſly with the Lord, 
and been unſted{aft in his Covenant, agd 
have not walked ſuitably to our. Mercies 
received from him, nor obligations ro 
him : Through the mercy of God this 
Church had arrained to a great purity of 
DoQrine, Worlhip, and Government, 
bur chis was not accompanicd wich ſuit- 
able perſonal Reformaticn, ntither was 
our Fruit anſwerable ro rhe paius raken 
on us by Word and Work; We had 
much Goſpel-preaching, bur roo liccle 
Goſpel-praQtice; roo many went on in 
open wickedneſs, and ſome had bur a 
form of Godlineſs, denying the 

thereof; many alſo who had the Grace 
of God ip trurh fell from their firſt love, 
and fell under fad languiſhings and de- 
$; and when for our fins che anger of 
the Lord had divided us, and we were 
brought under the feer of ſtrangers, and 
many of our Brethren killed, others ra- 
ken Captive and fold as ſlaves, yer we 
ſinned, ſtill, and after we were freed from 
the yoke'of ſtrangers, inftead of return- 
ing to the Lord, and beingled co. Repen- 
tance by his goodheſs,” rhe Land made 
open Defe&ion from the good ways of 
the Lord:. many behaved as if they had 
been delivered ro wotk abuminarion, rhe 
flood-gares of Impiery were opended, and 
a deluge of wickedneſs did over-fpread 
the Land, Who can without priet and 
ſhame "remethbet the ſhametut debauch- 


and drytkennefs rhar thei was, 'And 
iccotnpattied'with horrid and helfith 
curſing ſwearing, and followed with 


frequent Filchineſs, Adalteries, and 0- 
ther Abominations, and the - Reprover 


the Honour,* was hatcd, and he that departed from 


Iniquiry made himſelf a reproach or 


Chriſt, ruined and opprefſed 
.not taki 


men ; The Supremacy 
in ſuch a way, and to 
hr, as never any Chriſtian 
Church acknowledged ; che Governmens 
of the Church was altered, an1 Prelacy 

which hath been alw 

is Nation) introduced, 
Charches "conſent, and contrair. co che 


Nand led ang wn Aſemblies, 

7 rhe c $ Forney hach 
(blefl tely found; And yer 
neverthe the then ſtanding Miui- 


ſiry of Scotland, many did ſuddenly and 
readily comply with thac alceration of the 
Government, ſome our of Pride and Co- 
vetouſneſs or Man-plca 


many faithful Miniſters were thereupon 
caſt out, and many Ttſufficicnt and Scan- 
dalous-men thruſt in on thtir Charges, 
and many Families ruined, becauſe or 
would not: own rhem a$their Paſtors, 

And alas? Iris undefiyable, chere hath 
been'inder the lare Prelacic, a great de- 
cay of Piery, ſo thar ir was enough. to 
make a man be nicknam'd a Phanatick, if 
he did not run to the ſame exceſs of rior 
with others. 

And ſhould ir not be, lamented, for it 
cantor be denyed;, there. hath been. in 
—_ z en Taryn Boldneſs a- 
gainſt God, ſome have diſpured the Being 
of God, _ —1 Fed che Divine 
Authortty of « riprures, the Life ro 
come, and Lmmorraticy of the Soul, yea 
and ſcoffed at rheſe rhings, | 

There hath been alſo an horrid Pro- 
phanation of the Holy and Dreadful Name 
of God, by Curſing and Swearing : Ah! 
there hath been ſo much Sweartng and 


Forſwearing amongſt us, chat no Nation 

under Heaven have been more guilry in 

this than wes ſome y y 
. ſome " 


ſeared, 


tor 
them. - © 
There hach a'ſo bren a great 
the Worſhip of God, roo much in puÞ- 
licks. bus eſpecially 1n Familicsg and is 
ſecrer, . 


"The wonred care of Religious (anftify» 
ing the Lord's Day is gone, and in many 
the Sabbach hach been, and is 


ly opngnge nA 

TheLand al hath been full of bloody 
Crimes, and Ciries full of Violence, and 
much innocene Blood ſhed, ſo char Blood 


bren-epoliured and 


touched Blood ; yea, Sodens fins have 
abounded a us, Pride, fullneſs of 
Bread, Idleneſs, Vanities of Apparel, 


and ſhameful ſenſualicy filled che Land. 
And alas! how” great hath been che 

Cry of on, and Unrighteouſdeſs, 

Iniquicy hath been eſtabliſhed by a Law, 


God, | 
Ic is alſo matcer of Lemencation, that 
under this great. Detction there hath 
Tn nn od; 
ors 
amongſt Miniſters 


many i 
ed; and ſeverals fell ro Idolatry. 
O_— Lord hath pur x ſtop 
to the of DefeAion, and of his 
great mercy given us ſome reviving from 
our Bondage ; yer we have fad cauſe to 
regrate and bemoan, that few havea 
due ſenſe of our mercy, or walk anfwer- 
able thereto, few are turned to the Lord in 
rrurh, but the wicked go on to do wicked- 
Iy, and there is found amongſt us to this 
y ſhameful ingraticude'for our mercies, 
Horrid impenirency under our fins, yea, 
even amongſt thole who ſtand 
for the Defence of the Ru: oy a- 
mongſt many in our Armies, t is wo- 
ful Prophancnch and Debauchery, And 
though we profeſs ro acknowledge,there 
' Can be no pardon of Sins, no Peace and 
Reconciliarion with God, bur by the 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt; yet few-knowHim 
or (ce the Neceſfiry and Excellency of 
the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
few ſee their necd of Him,or eſteem, 
fire,or receive Him,as he is offered int 
Goſpel; few are acquainted with Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt, and living by Faich on 
Him, as made of che Father unto us, Wiſ- 


Humility, Meekneſs, Self-denial, Heavenly- 

ne(s,Zeal for G O D, and Charity 
towards Men : Bur as there is even until 
now, 4 great contempt of the Goſpel, 2 
great Barrenneſs under ir ; {© a deep Se- 
curicy under our Sinand'/Danger, a great 
want of Piety roward God, and Love to- 
wards 'Men, with a woful Selfiſhnefs, c- 
very one ſeeking their own things, few 
the things of Chriſt, or the publick 
Good, or one anothers welfare : And fi- 
nally, che moſt part more ready to cen- 
ſure che fins of others, than co repent of 
rheir own. z 
* Our Iniquizics are increaſed over our 
heads, and our Treſpaſtes/are grownup 


us , and be wit 
"l. gen Fans 1s 


Fe Bod? 


- may we 
not fear, if we do not repent, and'trurn 
from” the evil of our w retury 
ro the Lord wirh all our that He 
return to do us evil, after he-hath done 
uncil He 


feſs theſe, and other our fins, wich Sor- 
row and Derteſtarion; Ler us curn unco 
the Lord with Faſting and weeping, and 
with mourning; Let us firmly Reſolve 
and fincerely Engage to a our wa 

_— and rerurn unto the Lord our 
God, all our heart, and carneftly 
eher Be dog ola ba Lamb of 
car tins ay given, and our 
back-ſlidings healed, and we may yet be- 


come 2 righteous Nation, the 
T that Religion and Righteouſneſs 
may ſh, and Love, and Charity «- 


bound, and all the Lord's People may be 
of one mind in the Lord : and in order 
to all rheſe, chat the Word of the Lord 
may have free courſe, and be glori 

d chat che Preaching of the Word, 
Diſpenſing of che Sacraments, may be 
accompanied wich the wonted preſence, 
Power and Bleſſing of the Spirit of the 


Lord; That the w preſerve 
and bleſs our graci ing and Queen, 
William and Mary, and bliſh che 

and Religion, 


to © Nations, Peace and 
Trurh rogether ; and for that End, bleſs 


Throne by Righreouſnek 
and proſper Flis Majeſties 
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the ruine of Romith either in Kirks 
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LLLIAM and MARY, theſ: Our Letters ſeen, ye paſs to the Mer | 
es the Grace" of Grd, 'King cat-Croſs of Edinburgh, and Nt guns | 
and Queenof Great Brieain, Mercat-Croffes of the Dna de 1 
\Fraice, and ireland, De ſeveral $hires and Stewartrier, % 
"0 of the Faiths To Kingdom, and in Our Name and jr ghee | | 
Macert of our Privy Council, make Pablication of the Pre. mg > 
As RAD a Sheriffs in that may: omen, ig nor ance. F "7 pred * 
t,-Can y ly, ' ſpeciglly com Our 0.Aiþpatch, C yt to 
7k e, Gr "Foraſmuch, as the Gene- he Sper fend Sar and Sw: TR © 


ral Aſſembly 0 this ch, by their. A, atts of the Swain | PU 
of the Ee tf perifrh doo November Clerks, #0 be by "= ” at t 'X 
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